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BREAKING THE CHAINS.... NINETEENTH IS COMING

Activity behind the Incorporation scenes grows 
frantic. LAFCo's executive officer, who opposes 
the Incorporation of EPA, and is giving both 
EPACCI and LAFCo false information, has come 
up with all kinds of "new" requirements to 
stall the Incorporation vote. He has even 
gone so far as to blame other County depart
ments for his failure to produce the reports 
required by his office.

But EPACCI will not be moved from its determi
nation to incorporate East Palo Alto. Our 
group has thus far collected and submitted 
all of the reports required for LAFCo. We 
have made a responsible request for a Novem
ber election. We have cooperated fully with 
the County despite the misrepresentations by 
the LAFCo executive officer and the misleading 
stories in the Peninsula Times-Tribune.

Last year's magnificent celebration of 
-luneteenth and the move for the Incorpo
ration of EPA is still afresh in our 
memories. This year once again the 
Juneteenth festivities will be co-sponsored 
by EPACCI.

An Ad-Hoc Conmittee has been formed to 
organize the program, and your help in 
this enormous undertaking would be wel
come. Proceeds from the EPACCI booths 
will go towards our Incorporation coffers 
just as last year. For those of you who 
missed the two-day spectacular in 1980, 
a day on the green in EPA has been likened 
to receiving a paycheck free of tax de
ductions' How can you miss with a day 
like that. Drop by 321 Bell St. if you 
can work with the Juneteenth Coranittee.

All of the local press coverage in the Times 
is focusing on attempts to delay the Incorpo
ration vote; the paper deliberately headlines 
the false information provided by the LAFCo 
staff. East Palo Altoans demand an Incorpo
ration vote and are not fooled by the collusion 
between LAFCo staff and the Times-Tribune.

Basic information on EPA's capacity to start 
a new city is absolutely favorable. Stanford 
Research Institute International (SRI) concludes 
that Incorporation is fiscally and administra
tively feasible and the best possible option 
for EPA. A recently canpleted study by Recht, 
Hausrafh and Associates, commissioned by the 
San Mateo County Board of Supervisors, con
cludes that any new land development in EPA 
would be beneficial regardless of whether it 
is residential or commercial. Staff in the 
County Manager's Office have also concluded 
that Incorporation is financially feasible.

The residents of EPA recognize the the LAFCo 
executive director's stall for what it is. 
A deliberate delay in the Incorporation vote 
will allow the County and others with vested 
interests to put into place their plans for 
making EPA an additional bedroom community 
for the Peninsula—a very simple solution 
really for the current job and housing 
imbalance problems beleaguring San Mateo 
and Santa Clara Counties.

More and more of us must step forward and 
be counted in the Incorporation Movement. 
BREAK THE CHAINS THAT BIND—County, NO; 
City, YES. Do your part in making history: 
Buy an Incorporation T-Shirt, stick on an 
EPACCI bumper strip, xerox this article and 
pass it on.

NOTE: On April 15th, the LAFCo 
Commissioners finally moved 
to consider shortening the 
LAFCo executive director's 
timeline for scheduling hear
ings on the Incorporation 
Application .
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EPACCI SALUTES

It is once again time to salute a familiar 
face in East Palo Alto.

One man who has worked untiringly for many 
years with our kids, with little regard 
for fanfare or awards, is East Palo Altoan 
Chester Prince. As a resident of the 
community for the past twenty years, 
Chester, who lives with his family over 
in University Village, has devoted much 
of his spare time to studying the bible, 
while reserving the remainder of his 
energies for the local 4-H clubs.

During his twelve years with the Cooperative 
Extension of the University of California's 
Agricultural Department, Chester has stimu
lated the interest of many local youngsters, 
ranging in age from 9 to 19, in animal 
husbandry and farming. In recruiting these 
youngsters to 4-H projects and the like, 
he has shared sane of the old-fashioned 
farm skills learned in his native Beaumont, 
Texas.

Chester, who believes that our youth can 
do much to turn EPA around so that it 
can become a wonderful place to live, 
recalls one fond memory of EPA's first 
4-H entry into the San Mateo County Fair 
Livestock Show back in 1971. "It was 
the first time we had young people from 
EPA participating at that level at the 
County Fair. One of our kids, Wilford 
Brooks, did extrañely well exhibiting his 
steer and was a real inspiration to the 
other 4-H'ers. Another year, we nearly 
took a 'Reserved Grand Champion' Ribbon; 
and, at the end of the Fair, our entry 
darn near won top bidding dollar at the 
subsequent auction."
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(Salute —Continued)

There are many ways to gain a sense of 
achievement; Chester Prince has found 
one that helps many. We of EPACCI 
salute you Chester for your personal 
commitment to making our community a 
better place to live for our children, 
and worthy of the goal of Incorporation.

BLOCK CAPTAINS: EPACCI’S OUTREACH

Our Outreach Program has been designed 
to effectively see that information 
regarding Incorporation reaches every 
resident in EPA. Block Captains, 
Precinct Captains and Street Captains 
are being identified for each neigh
borhood. Several very successful 
precinct meetings have been held al
ready. There is soon to be one in 
your neighborhood. More volunteers 
are needed for the the important 
months ahead.

For information on how you can help 
during this crucial time, call the 
EPACCI volunteers at 327- 5846.

GOOD TO HAVE THE FACTS

The premier "Facts on Incorporation" 
pamphlet is a testimony to the compe
tence and dedication of EPACCI volun
teers. This cogent and timely work, 
sent to all registered EPA voters, 
was specifically designed to simply 
explain all aspects of the Incorpo
ration process. In crisp, clear 
language, inquiries raised by East 
Palo Altoans, ranging from concerns 
about the projected cost of cityhood, 
to the very kinds of city services 
that will be offered, are answered.

Readers can look forward to the second 
pamphlet, being prepared by our SRI 
consultants, sometime in early May.
The more technical phases of Incorpo
ration will be the focus.

SUB-COMMITTEES REPORT. . .

♦ATTENTION: Attendance at EPACCI Meetings 

is on the upsurge again. Vital input 
needed to keep our many committees 
active requires each of us to parti
cipate in some way. If you have not 
yet joined a committee3 or have taken 
a break from the one on which you 
served3 and have a little time to spare3 
please come to our next general meeting. 
They're still held on Tuesday Evenings3 
7:00 p.m.3 EPA Muni Council Building.

Sub-Committees have merged and/or 
modified their names in some instances. 
Incorporation Application remains un
changed; however3 the Education and 
Voter Registration Committees have 
combined to the form the Community 
Mobilization Committee; the Publicity 
Committee is now known as Public In
formation; and Fundraising has addit
ionally undertaken the chore of promoting 
EPACCI souvenirs.

Incorporation Application Committee has de
termined that obtaining the approval from 
LAFCo and the Board of Supervisors will be 
their #1 priority in the summer ahead. They 
will be identifying connunity groups and 
public officials to solicit their support, 
and they will be following the Incorporation 
Application as it is processed by the County.

Conmunity Mobilization Committee plans to 
further organize the Outreach Network by 
identifying and training block, street and 
precinct captains. They will also be doing 
community mobilization work by developing, 
distributing, tabulating and analyzing an 
Incorporation questionnaire. The Committee 
also anticipates identifying all unregis
tered residents of EPA, placing their 
locations on a pin map, and then recruiting 
volunteers to develop a workable and 
implementable voter reg strategy. Their 
goal is to register 10-to-12,000 residents 
before the election on Incorporation.

Public Information Commlttee will continue 
its charge to inform the community through 
production of EPACCI souvenirs, publications, 
news releases, posters, and creative visual 
and audio mediums; including some skywriting 
and a mobile van. Further utilization of 
the media will involve setting up booths 
for special celebrations such as Cinco de 
Mayo, Juneteenth, July 4th, and blitzing 
the news networks the month preceding the 
Incorporation vote.

Fundraising Committee, who invariably have 
the toughest job of all, will be producing 
some grand fundraising ideas, but solicits 
your immediate input in this undertaking. 
Fundraising will now include foundation 
contacts, solicitations, sponsoring various 
events, and the sale of souvenirs.

THE BANNER FLIES AGAIN

Thanks to the efforts of the EPACCI members 
and the cooperation of P.G.&E. and the 
Menlo Park Fire District, our Incorporation 
Banner is waving over University Avenue 
once more. It is a daily reminder to all 
of us that the efforts towards Incorporation 
and city government continue as strongly as 
ever.
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