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The spirit of cityhood
I AM A proud resident of the City of East 

Palo Alto. Where I live some of my neigh
bors are homeowners, others are renters. 
We all look out for one another, and it's 
been that way since I bought my home 
here 10 years ago.

Cityhood has certainly not produced any 
drastic changes in my neighborhood that 
are immediately observable. There are 
still too many robberies, too many people 
out of work and too many youngsters out of 
school who could be leading more product
ive lives. But with cityhood there is a spirit 
that has come alive here that I believe will 
grow and bring people here in East Palo 
Alto together to solve some of the problems 
we have. At the town meetings, for exam
ple, people who are not likely to make 
speeches or write a letter to the editor 
came together to develop a plan for meet
ing the needs of our new city. One of the 
best ideas I heard was that we should 
establish the various ethnic groups and 
organizations and a huge parade. It could

00

rival the local garlic and strawberry festi
vals in other communities and generate 
jobs and income for our new city. It would 
bring people here to witness and partici
pate in our rich cultural and ethnic diver
sity — one of East Palo Alto’s greatest 
resources. This is the real spirit of the City 
of East Palo Alto where people are ready 
to work together for a change.

I believe that freedom is a constant 
struggle. It is never given and never won 
without a collective commitment to the 
best interests of the majority, not the ad
vantages enjoyed by a few. I also believe 
that our elected officials are competent, 
courageous, and committed to helping us 
create a city where people of all back
grounds — ethnic and economic — can 
live together and prosper. They deserve 
our support. And the city of East Palo Alto 
deserves a chance for the same kind of 
self-determination that most other Ameri
cans simply take for granted.

Joyce King Reeves
EAST PALO ALTO
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