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Ikea in EPA—the debate continues
f I ^he city council of East Palo 

Alto has been going back and 
JL forth over whether to bring 

Ikea, a Swedish furniture store, to

Ravenswood 101. Ikea, if built, is 
expected to bring about 500 jobs to the 
city and $1.8 million in tax revenue 
every year. It is also estimated that 

9,000 people could come to the store on 
an average weekend day. Two groups of 
Eastside freshmen have decided to take 
on a stance on the Ikea issue.

Store should be welcomed; 
city needs revenue

City in need of food, 
rather than furniture

By Dallas Teo and Jeremy Hudson By Mayra Contreras, Judith Curiel, and Joanna León

Over many months the City of East Palo Alto has been in a redevelopment 
phase. The city has already finished most of Phase I, the building of the 
Ravenswood 101 complex, which includes Home Depot and Best Buy on the 
site where Ravenswood High School once stood.

The city is now working on an office-hotel complex in the former Whisky 
Gulch area. This construction has been a huge benefit to East Palo Alto’s econo­
my and the city council should move forward with plans to build an Ikea store. If 
built, the Swedish furniture store will take up 230,000 square feet of retail space 

at Ravenswood 101.
L All of these new developments 
k have given East Palo Alto a 
■chance to rise up from the dol-
■ drums. The money that’s being 
■generated from Ravenswood 101 
■is strengthening the city’s police 
■force and city workers by giving
■ them raises. The money is also 
r being used for much-needed street 
repairs.

If this Ikea store is built, the city will benefit 
even more. Ikea is expected to provide up to 
500 jobs for East Palo Alto and $1.8 million in 
sales tax revenue annually. This money would 
be a big help in fixing city parks, which could 
cost an estimated $5 million.

There are some people who are complaining 
about how the store would bring even more 
traffic to the city. Even if the store isn’t built, 
the city will still suffer from a traffic problem. 
The money generated from Ikea could be used to solve the city’s traffic prob­
lems that arise from the store.

The store will also bring many new faces to East Palo Alto, making the city 
well known to others who have never been to the city. The Ikea store would 
show that East Palo Alto is not afraid of change and sacrifices.

The facts are that the city will get more money, more jobs, better parks and 
streets, and more exposure. Ikea will be a great completion to the change in East 
Palo Alto’s economy. The Ikea store would enable the city to finally have the 
financial stability it has lacked for many years.

Debates have been going on in the past few months about whether or not 
to build an Ikea store in East Palo Alto. The addition of Ikea, a Swedish fur­
niture store, would not be useful to the East Palo Alto citizens.

The space at Ravenswood 101 should be occupied by a store that the com­
munity would make a greater use of. It is ridiculous to build a furniture store 
in East Palo Alto before a grocery store.

East Palo Alto citizens have been forced for many years to travel as far 
away as Redwood City, Mountain View and sometimes even San Jose and 

San Francisco to get their necessities. 
In East Palo Alto there are many 
small liquor stores, but they don’t 
have all the items that people 
need. The stores are only there if , 
people need to buy something 
small.

Not only would there be a ' 
store the community doesn’t 
need, but building an Ikea store in M 
East Palo Alto would also bring ' 
more traffic. It is estimated that Ikea 
could draw as many as 9,000 people on an 
average weekend day into the city.

East Palo Alto already has enough traffic 
with the Dumbarton Bridge and superstores 
like Home Depot and Best Buy at 
Ravenswood 101. The traffic that Ikea would 
bring would only further damage the streets, 
and cause the city to spend more money on 
repairs.

Propoents say that the Ikea store will bring citizens of East Palo Alto jobs, 
but a grocery store would too. If an Ikea store is built, yes, people will get 
jobs, but the store will not get as many customers from the city as a grocery 
store would. Instead, these people will come from outside. The city won’t be 
doing things for its own citizens, instead it will be serving neighboring cities.

City officials should vote against the Ikea store. Instead there should be 
work done to bring a grocery store to the city, so the citizens of East Palo 
Alto will have the comfort of shopping in their own community.
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