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EAST PALO ALTO — The San 
Mateo County grand jury has been 
conducting a secret investigation 

\ of financial dealings in the Ravens- 
Í wood City Elementary School Dis

trict for possible financial miscon
duct in contracts totaling more 
than $50.000.

Several sources in positions of 
authority told the Times Tribune 
the jury has been auditing the dis- 
I rid s books for the past week.

The jury is in the process of issu
ing subpoenas for testimony later 
this month

Its investigati«yñ ef t Id end in 
! criminal indictments.

The sources said the jury’s inves
tigation centered on possibly im
proper financial dealings author
ized by the Board of Trustees.

, The district administers five 
schools in East Palo Alto and east
ern Menlo Park.

The investigation apparently 
was prompted by the revelation 
last November that Trustee Pamel- 
iah Haggans' husband Bruce had 

been employed by the district as a 
vice principal, even though he did 
not possess the correct credentials 
for the position.

A brief investigation of the dis
trict’s records over the Haggans af
fair apparently prompted the jury 
to broaden its search.

A confidential letter from the dis
trict’s attorney to the trustees last 
October stated that the district was 
legally obligated to recover all 
money paid to Haggans.

It also stated that voting to pay 
Haggans’ salary was an illegal gift 
of government money if it was done 
knowing he did not have creden
tials for the job.

Haggans was demoted from vice 
principal to a teaching position last 
June.

Since then, the board apparently 
has taken no action to recover the 
two years worth of salary he was 
paid.

Among the other board dealings 
sources said were being examined 
were payments to an Oakland law 
firm.
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One person said the grand (urv 

is now mvestignating board act ions 
lor the past two years or more.

1 he jury has been requesting bits 
and pieces of information but up 
patently has not come to anv solid 
conclusions, only more questions 
one person said.
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, l)'s,rict financial warrants show 

at least $10.000 has been paid 
to the firm ot Moore and Bell sime 
last October to review the environ
mental impact report on the pro 
posed widening of Bay Road in East 
Balo Alto tor possible grounds tor a

' 1 he law firm received a $3.50u re-
6- turner from the board in December 

and two other payments for legal 
research.


