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at forming new city, school
Dy BILL SHILSTONE

The incorporation of East Palo Alto and 
Die establishment of an experimental 
school district are the twin goals of a 
$55,000 black community project approved 
this week by the John Hay Whitney Foun
dation of New York.

Barbara Hatton, one of four co-directors, 
said tire project seeks to establish the 
means for improving the educational and 
political position of the black community 
of East Palo Alto and eastern Menlo Park.

Miss Halton, 31, and Robert Newby, 36. 
both doctoral candidates and teachers at 
Stanford University, will make a year-long 
study o' the feasibility of establishing a 
Unified school district to include, all 11 
schools of the Ravenswood Elementary, 
School District, Ravenswood High School 
(of the Sequoia Union High School Dis
trict), and any private educations 1 venture 
in East Palo Alto and eastern Menlo Park.

Ron Bailey, a third-year graduate 
student in black studies at Stanford, and 
Joan Saunders will work on incorporation 
of the black community, which is now 
unincorporated and governed by the San 
Mateo County Board of Supervisors.

The Whitney grant was solicited by 
Henry P. Organ, chairman of the board 
of the private Nairobi Schools of East Palo 
Alto.
“We have a group of people with a 

common educational problem, and títere 
should be a continuous, coordinated pro
gram from A to Z," Organ said. "Now you 
have the community split between two 
districts—Sequoia and Ravenswood ele
mentary—who don’t even talk to each 
other.”
“Black kids that come out of the schools 

in that community can't cope in the same 
way other kids from the same kind of 
schools can,” Miss Hatton said. "If it isn’t 
because their skin is black, what is it? We 
want to find out."

The project is titled “An Initiative for 
the Improvement of Education and Gov
ernance.” According to the directors, it 
is to consist of a documentation of the 
situation as it exists, a study of community 
preferences and a feasibility investigation 
on the establishment of the experimental 
district and of incorporation.

Explaining the purpose of incorporation, 
Bailey said, "A lot of things have happened 
recently to indicate problems created by 
a lack of self-government in East Palo 
Alto."

He cited the fatal shooting of 17-year-old 
Greg White by a sheriffs deputy, calling 
it an example of lack of community control 
of police. He mentioned the storm drain 
controversy, in which a Superior Lou it 
judge last week killed a project which 
would have required $4.2 million in prop
erty assessments from low-income persons 
in the east-of-Bayshore area.

He also mentioned the 1S32 land transfer 
involving the Palo Alto Airport and golf 
course, which undercut the already slim 
tax base of the Ravenswood Elementary 
School District.
“Real local self-government is needed,” 

Bailey said. "There has never been a vote 
on incorporation. There has never even 
been a thorough feasibility study. We’ll 
gather together all the tax-base figures 
and other statistical information, which is 
lacking."

The fact that the proposed unified school 
district would be at least 80 per cent black 
does not concern the directors.

“We’re dealing with an area of concern 
as we find it,” Miss Hatton said. “Dese
gregation is an option available to school 
boards, not to us. It wouldn't bi 80 per 
cent black if school boards had desegre
gated.”

Would she rather have desegregation 
than a unified, mostly black district?
“No, because we aren’t sure that will 

solve the problems,” she said.
One of the purposes of the experimental 

unified district project is to discover what 
are the things which might solve the 
problems.
“We’ll elicit the thinking of the people 

involved in education and of the parents,” 
said Miss Hatton. “We’ll find out what 
other community-based schools are doing.
“I think increased involvement of 

parents and community is one thing that’s 
needed, ‘How’ is the question.”
“There has never been anybody from 

East Palo Alto elected to the Sequoia 
board.” Organ said. (Two former 
members, including himself, were ap
pointed.) "The Ravenswood board has 
never had a majority of members from 
the black community."

The financial weakness of the Ravens
wood district because of the low tax base 
is another problem, Miss Hatton said.
“If you're a poor district, you have to 

do something different," she said, "like 
assigning priorities more efficiently.

"We really don't know what solutions 
we're going to suggest or what roadblocks 
we’re going to run into. But the goal is 
setting up a vehicle by which some 
improvement in the historical pattern of 
school achievement can be changed. 
Classroom efforts are doomed to failure 
unless there is a systematic effort."

•WEATHER P P D O p 7V í X e

Nationwide temperatures
3on rranci’.co Bay Arco: foir Ihrounh 

Sunday Vuk patches of low clouds 
end morninq. Slimily Warmer Hm.hs 
today ana Suf-day frem the mid .'>» Id 
rrnd 7Cv Lg*.5 io*riqhl in the so., West lo 
northwest wiritj 1Ū ia 20 m.D h.

N’.vinern c’d Centra’ Con tar nia: Mc-t!y 
fair Inrct.'^n S'.ruKj/ cxri'nt polchy low 
Cloud', r.enr !'-c CCS4.! afqhl Ond morning; 
Worming Ircntt nlwnd nod vtlghlly 
wo-mer f.e ra,r,i.

h’qtinker.tern Cc'ritarnia. Mostly fair 
through 5-noay c<.c«jpt poUny low clouds 
ftc'ir I hr const r.inni end rnorninrj. 
Shfjnfiy warmer inland. High today law 
mtiqhl and h«ob Si"'..l-¡y ut Ukrah Ji. 4k 
cull 87, rart Bran 6Ú. 45 and 53.

S-Xramenlo VWteyi Folr through 
Sunday. Warmer day». High', today from 
mid 70s to I:¿y, and Sun'Joy in tho 
lows lon.q-M m ine >>». Lic.ht wind

A'-riun’ Sr.ri’.ta S t* iyou arta. Partly 
cloudy Today then fair tontqr.l and 
Sunday, Warmer Sunday rl>qh to.l -y. low

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
High Low Pr 

Albany, cldy ...... .......... 69 54 .77
Albuquerque, clear .. . ............ 88 57 .22
Amarillo, cldy ........... 84 ¿6 .02
Anchurcldy ......................... 57 47 .21
Asheville, clear .................... ...75 50
Atlante, clear ............................. 79 54
Bakersfield, clear ... ..............81 L0
Birmingham. clear....................... 64 54
Bismarck, cldy ...............  71 56 .53
Boise, clay......................................75 50
Boston, cldy ............ 75 57 .17
Brownsvilie, clear ......................90 79
Buffalo, cldy ...............................66 54 .17
Charleston, cldy ..........................54 4 9 .15
Charlotte, clear . .. ................76 55
Chiccqo, cldy.......................  .59 47
Cincinnati, cldy .................. 61 49
Cleveland, rain ......................... 59 55 .76
Denver, clear . ..........................65 51
Des Moines, clear . .................... 75 53
Detroit, clay .. . . ....................64 54 .C?
Dululh, cldy.................................. 66 33
f-a:'thinks, rain ........................... 69 51 .Cl

Lo', Veqai, clear______ ____ .92 71
Little Rock, cidy .................. M> 66
L«n A«. i-Jcs, Cldy ........... .. .74 63
LO'.nvvote, clear .  ...............77 53
Marq cHe, cldy ... .....................55 46 G3
Memphis, clear.......................... .66 61
M ->!.!, cldy . . .96 SO ..
Milwaukee, c’dy S3 SO
Mlrh.rcpób’/SLPa'JL clear ..74 44
New Grice,cicy .  90 7? .?j
New fork, eld/ ... 63 56 ,42
OsKSnr.d Airr-xt. ddy................. 64 56
O* lohomo City, ro»n .. 81 68 .62
Omaha, o-iy ■ . ... ...88 55
FrJm 5(.rin:s, dear .................100 70
Philoflsjiph.o, cloy......................... 53 55 .04
rr.xmx, clear .................... 95 70
Pittsburgh, rain............................ 56 54 2/
Pcrt’cnC. Ore., ctdy .....................67 55 .06
F'crhond, Me., ram ..... ,. Lf 55 .15
Rep-d C'ty, cldy ................ 23 62 ..
R«' I Bluff, clear...........................70 55
Rer.o, croar ..........................77 36
Richmond, clear ......................62 52 .12
Sacramento, clear .................. 73 49
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use of flu-
' shafts
ATLANTA, Ga. (A?) -The 

Center for Disease Control says 
influenza shots have proven of 
limited value for the masses 
but still should be given to the 
chronically ill and the 
elderly.

The CDC said its recommen
dations resulted from the inef
fectiveness of the vaccine in 
some cases, unpleasant reac
tion in some persons and peri
odic changes in influenza virus.

Because oi tne seriousness ot 
influenza, the CDC recom
mended Friday that the 
....... ........................ IO "r.i rep s


