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The Law Project Celebrates 17 Years of 
Service to the East Palo Alto Community

T
he Law Project celebrated 17 years of 
service to the East Palo Alto community 
at an "Alumni and Friends Brunch," 
held at Law Professor Pam Karlan’s 

Stanford home on October 14, 2001. 
The brunch was a reunion for over 100 
Law Project supporters, including many 
original founders: Jim Steyer, Steven 
Dinkelspiel, Margaret (Peggy) Russell, 
John Preiskel, Eric and Nancy Wright, 
Barbara Babcock, and Hank Organ.

“The Brunch was a really positive experi­
ence because it represented all of the gen­
erations of the committed leaders of the 
Law Project,” said Jim Steyer, cofounder 

of the Law Project. “We worked extremely 
hard to get the office off the ground, and 
to see all of these people come out today 
in support of this critically important pro­
gram is wonderful.”

Carlos Romero (the Law Project’s Board 
Chairperson), Peggy Stevenson (Law 
Project Executive Director), Norm Blears 
(partner at Heller Ehrman White & 
McAuliffe), Priya Haji (East Palo Alto 
community activist), and Jim Steyer 
made brief remarks at the Brunch.

“It was an opportunity to reflect on the 
Law Project’s successes over the years, and

Law Project alumni and friends gather at the October 14 brunch.

UPDATE
December 2001

Carlos Romero, Chairperson of the Law Project's 
Board of Directors, at the ‘'Alumni and Friends 
Brunch."

to look to a future of new challenges 
and opportunities,” says Law Project 
cofounder Steven Dinkelspiel. “I am very 
excited about the direction the Law 
Project is going today, and I look forward 
to working with the Project in its mission 
to teach students and to promote justice.”

THE FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE
At the October 14 Brunch, Jim Steyer 
announced the establishment of the 
Founders’ Circle, a new advisory commit­
tee to the Law Project’s Board of 
Directors, dedicated to enhancing the 
Law Project’s fundraising efforts. 
Founders’ Circle members include so far: 
Paul Brest, LaDoris Cordell, Margaret 
(Peggy) Russell, Jim Steyer, and Steven 
Dinkelspiel. For more information, 
contact Jim Steyer at jim@jpkids.com ■

http://www.epaclp.org
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A Message from the Director

December 2001

Dear Friends:

Twenty years ago, a small group of Stanford law students, committed to public service, 
had a dream to offer free legal services to low-income residents in the East Palo Alto area. 
Three years later, in 1984, that dream became a reality. The East Palo Alto Community 
Law Project was founded, providing vital legal assistance to the underserved community 
and invaluable legal training to law students interested in public interest law.

Seventeen years later, the dream continues. In 2001, the Law Project has provided advice, 
brief service, and representation to hundreds of clients who could not otherwise afford an 
attorney. Over 100 law students will work, volunteer, or take classes at the Law Project 
this year, enabling clients to understand and enforce their legal rights.

In stark contrast to the wealth of surrounding communities, Law Project clients have little 
money and yet desperately need legal services. East Palo Alto residents are often wrongly 
evicted from their homes, denied workers’ compensation benefits, unfairly treated by 
employers, and forced to live in uninhabitable conditions. For many, the Law Project is 
their only access to the legal system and to justice.

This newsletter describes some of the Law Project’s accomplishments over the past year, 
and some of the new directions and challenges it faces. To continue at this critical time, 
we need to overcome serious funding and physical space limitations. With your partner­
ship we can do so.

May your holidays be full of love, and may the new year bring us all closer to peace and 
understanding, tolerance and justice.

Margaret Stevenson, Director

Gratefully,

For me, working at the Law Project was an opportunity to apply many hours of classroom 

learning to real-life problems experienced by our neighbors in East Palo Alto. The 

experience was amazing and tremendously valuable—I found myself working alongside 

incredible, tireless individuals, and also working within a hugely appreciative community.

—Ryan Lester, law student
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Low-Wage Injured Workers' Project

I
njured workers commonly are denied 
the medical and other benefits they are 
due following a workplace injury.

Recently, the Law Project and other part­
ners launched the Low-Wage Injured 
Workers’ Project to address these problems. 
The group has met five times in the last 
two months to outline plans for policy, 
legislation, litigation, and public informa­
tion campaigns to ensure low-wage 
injured workers’ access to health care.

Attorney Janice Kang began work on the 
Low-Wage Injured Workers’ Project in 
early November. Janice chose the Law 
Project as the site for a community 
fellowship from the Venture Law Group. 
Janice, who has a law degree from 
Northwestern and an undergraduate 
degree from Yale, also will help coordi­
nate the workers’ compensation advice 
clinics at the Law Project with consulting 
attorney, Juliann Sum.

Clinical law student Sarah Lindemann 
also works on the Low-Wage Injured 
Workers’ Project. Sarah chose the Low- 
Wage Injured Workers’ Project as the 
focus of her “Community Lawyering” 
seminar project. Sarah is helping to draft 
new workers’ compensation legislation 
and is designing a community outreach

program to improve low-wage workers’ 
access to advocacy for their claim

“The Law Project has offered me the 
opportunity to work with judges, litiga­
tors, and community practitioners who 
are at the forefront of workers’ compensa­
tion policy,” says Sarah. “My involvement 
in drafting legislation and crafting out­
reach programs and litigation strategies 
has taught me to think outside of my own 
experience and to apply the skills I learn 
at Stanford to help make society a better 
place. I love it!”

E
llen Braff-Guajardo’s 15 years of 
experience in employment and educa­
tion law with California Rural Legal 
Assistance have proven valuable in her 

role as supervising attorney of the new 
employment law practice. Combined with 
the help of long-time Board member 
Chris Ho and Executive Director Peggy 
Stevenson, the Law Project recently 
launched a workers’ rights advice clinic 
and began representing clients with 
employment issues.

In addition to the East Palo Alto Com­
munity Law Project, others participating 
in the Low-Wage Injured Workers Project 
task force include: Asian Immigrant 
Women Advocates, Asian Law Caucus, 
California Rural Legal Assistance 
Foundation, East San Jose Community 
Law Center, Santa Clara Center for 
Occupational Safety and Health, 
Worksafe, and other individuals with 
administrative and litigation experience in 
the workers’ compensation system. Kazan, 
McClain, Edises, Simon & Abrams has 
generously provided office space. ■

A poll conducted last year showed sub­
stantial student interest in employment 
law among Stanford Law School students. 
Law student Jonathan Sanders currently 
is working on four cases for clinical credit 
in the Law Project’s employment practice. 
He is helping one client—a janitor— 
receive unpaid wages. Jonathan’s client 
had worked for eight days, and despite his 
employer’s promise twice to send a check, 
the employer has never paid. Jonathan has 
helped the client to file a claim with the 
Labor Commissioner for the unpaid 
wages plus penalties.

Jonathan enjoys the opportunity to “talk 
to real people and get real results rather 
than talking about abstract stuff in the 
classroom.” He plans to work at the 
Law Project again next semester helping 
low-income clients resolve their legal 
problems. ■

STUDENT WORK AT THE LAW PROJECT...

Clinical class—For course credit, students enroll in the Community Lawyering class 
at Stanford Law School, taught by Eric and Nancy Wright. Students do clinical 
work and complete a related project of their choice.

Advice clinics—Students volunteer to interview and advise clients in specialized 
clinics staffed by Law Project and volunteer attorneys.

Employment Law Practice Addresses Community Need

VAPprogram—Students volunteer to interview clients in a variety of legal areas. 
For clients whose legal issues can be handled by a volunteer attorney, students write 
memos regarding the facts and legal issues presented. (Other clients are referred or 
assisted, depending on the issue.)

Summer law clerks—A limited number of students receive stipends for their work 
at the Law Project over the summer.
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Advice Clinics Launched at the Law Project

M
any clients need only basic informa­
tion to resolve legal matters on their 
own. Advice clinics in housing and 
employment law often can give clients 

that necessary information.

Under the supervision of experienced 
volunteer attorneys and Law Project staff, 
law students interview and advise low- 
income East Palo Alto area residents on 
issues of workers’ rights, workers’ com-

Clinical law student Kristin Schnell interviews a client 
with help from volunteer interpreter Elena Conte.

pensation, and housing law. More 
complex cases are referred to pro bono 
attorneys, appropriate agencies, or are 
retained by the Law Project. With sup­
port from the Philanthropic Ventures 
Foundation, students at advice clinics 
have seen over 100 clients since the advice 
clinics’ inception in June.

Clinical law student Hollie Downs and volunteer 
interpreter Pilar Nicole Tidball confer with clinic 
supervisor Ellen Braff-Guajardo.

The advice clinics “maximize benefit to 
the low-income community and focus 
training,” says Ellen Braff-Guajardo, 
the Law Project’s Deputy Director and 
Supervising Attorney in employment law. 
“The students are enormously effective 
and eager to help. The clients really appre­
ciate the personal attention and assistance 
they receive.”

Law Project housing attorney Jeannie 
Merino finds that the advice clinics “help 
clients feel like their cases are under their 
control. We help them file papers to go to 
small claims court or write letters to get 
their security deposit back. The housing 
practice traditionally is a busy practice at 
the Law Project; advice clinics provide a

First Steps Toward Immigration Work

T
he Law Project recently received seed 
money to plan a clinic in immigration 
law. With sufficient additional fund­
ing, immigration advice clinics in the 

next months will provide free individual 
assistance to low-income clients who have 
immigration-related questions or prob­
lems. Clinics also will screen for related 
problems such as violations of consumer 
law (particularly a problem in used car 
purchases) and notario fraud.

Attorney Katy Henrikson will help plan 
the immigration advice clinics at the Law 
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Project. Katy, a former student at the East 
Palo Alto Community Law Project, has 
practiced immigration law since gradua­
tion from Stanford Law School in June 
2000. Katy is fluent in Spanish.

“Many students are eager to work in this 
field,” says Katy. “And there is enormous 
community need. We hope we can find 
support to launch this critically important 
program.”

While Katy is laying the groundwork for 
an immigration advice clinic—including 

great community service while students 
gain direct experience with many people 
and problems.”

Law students at advice clinics are trained 
in interviewing techniques, professional 
responsibility, using an interpreter, and 
relevant law. By attending several clinics, 
students gain familiarity with a substan­
tive area, enhancing their efficiency and 
knowledge.

A number of bilingual undergraduates 
have been helping to interpret for Law 
Project clients and their law student 
interviewers at the advice clinics. Ellen 
Braff-Guajardo has been in contact with 
organizations and professors to facilitate 
undergradute participation in the Law 
Project’s work. ■

Law student clinic volunteer Liliana Coronado inter­
views a client at an employment advice clinic.

plans to partner with the Legal Aid 
Society of San Mateo County—the Law 
Project will seek support to continue the 
program beyond a few months. With 
funding for attorney supervision, the 
clinic plans to teach students to provide 
brief services and representation to the 
area’s immigrants. A particular focus will 
be on assuring that immigrants’ civil 
liberties are respected and that their rights 
enforced. Anticipated changes in immi­
gration laws make this work particularly 
timely and needed. ■

New Programs for the Law Project's Housing Practice
Security Deposit Program
The Law Project is assisting local residents 
to retrieve security deposits unlawfully 
held by landlords. Law students provide 
advice, help draft demand letters and 
conduct community education regarding 
when security deposits are due and how 
to retrieve them. This work is supported 
by a grant from Gap Inc.

While many landlords return security 
deposits as required by law, a number 
routinely keep them unlawfully. Without 
enforcement, this illegal practice continues.

Helping to staff the security deposit pro­
gram is Catherine Crump, a first year 
law student at Stanford. With attorney 
supervision, Catherine has interviewed 
dozens of clients, negotiated settlement 
agreements with landlords, written 
demand letters and advised clients on 
their legal rights.

And this was all before she started law 
school: Catherine worked at the Law 
Project for over two years. As an under­
graduate at Stanford, Catherine interned 
at the Law Project in an urban policy 
course taught by Professor Luis Fraga, 
researching the rising number of federal 
aid recipients who were facing eviction in 
East Palo Alto. When support for the 
security deposit clinic became available, 
Catherine was well-equipped to handle 
the work.

This year the Law Project honored 
Lupe Buenrostro for her 13 years 
of outstanding service to the Law 
Project and to the East Palo Alto 
community.

Childrens Health in Housing Initiative 
The Law Project plans to launch a 
Children’s Health in Housing Initiative to 
improve the health of East Palo Alto chil­
dren by eliminating hazards encountered 
in substandard housing. This project 
grows out of the Law Project’s long-term 
work in housing and the numerous prob­
lems that families and children experience 
in living with mold, mildew, rats, cock­
roaches, lead poisoning, lack of heat, and 
similar conditions.

Substandard housing causes children to 
suffer asthma, allergies, permanent 
developmental effects, and other serious 
medical problems. The Law Project plans 
to work with health care providers to 
improve childrens health by using the 
legal system to address substandard living 
conditions in East Palo Alto. In the 
future, the Law Project plans to create 
standards to regulate mold and mildew in 
residents’ homes. These standards can be 
used as a prototype for other communities 
faced with similar issues, with a net 
improvement in child health and the 
elimination of some of the barriers to 
poverty.

One recent example of substandard living 
conditions causing illness occurred when 

Law Project attorneys helped a tenant 
family in East Palo Alto. The roof leaked 
for years, but the landlord refused to fix 
it. Mold began to grow inside the house, 
causing the family’s children to suffer 
asthma and other respiratory problems. 
Following unsuccessful attempts to resolve 
the problem, law students (under attorney 
supervision) helped the client sue the 
landlord. The case settled for $11,000, 
and the family now lives in a new apart­
ment.

Jeannie Merino, housing attorney at the 
Law Project and Stanford Law School 
Teaching Fellow, will teach an undergrad­
uate course in the spring entitled 
“Implementing Policies for Affordable 
Housing.” One focus will be on how sub­
standard housing affects children’s health. 
Students who choose to intern at the 
Law Project as part of the class will work 
on the Children’s Health in Housing 
Initiative. Students will do intakes for 
clients with habitability problems, 
research health issues, develop community 
education materials on the link between 
health and housing, develop referral 
systems between the Law Project and 
community and public health workers, 
and develop self-help materials for tenants 
in small claims court. ■

JUMPING RIGHT IN
Within two weeks of starting her clinical program at the Law Project this semester, 
law student Kristin Schnell found herself in front of a Housing Authority hearing 
officer, arguing on behalf of her client. With help from Law Project housing 
attorney Jeannie Merino, Kristin researched public housing law, drafted a brief, 
prepared for and presented oral argument at the hearing. Following Kristin’s argu­
ment, the Housing Authority conceded and provided a public housing transfer 
voucher to Kristin’s client.

“It was a great experience and a wonderfid opportunity to explain the facts of the 
case, present the law, and argue on behalf of my client in a formal setting,” says 
Kristin. “Arguing facts and law in front of the real people who would be affected as 
a result of the hearing officer’s decision made me appreciate the challenges of the 
practice of law in a way a classroom discussion in no way could.”
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90 Law Students Participate in This Year's VAP Program

F
or 16 law students each week, the law 
takes on a name and a face through 
the Volunteer Attorney Program 
(VAP) at the Law Project. That’s when 

they interview low-income clients needing 
their help.

Launched in 1985 by co-founders Norm 
Blears of Heller Ehrman White & 
McAuliffe, Ian Feinberg of Gray Cary, 
and Derek Daley of Wilson Sonsini 
Goodrich & Rosati, VAP enlists the help 
of volunteer law students and lawyers to 
bring pro bono legal services to the East 
Palo Alto low-income community.

In VAP, law students, supervised by Law 
Project attorneys Shirley Hochhausen

and Peggy Stevenson, screen cases for 
referral to attorneys or elsewhere. 
Approximately 90 Stanford law students 
have signed up this year to participate as 
interviewers or interpreters. VAP students, 
most of whom are in their first year of law 
school, interview two or three clients per 
semester, under Law Project attorney 
supervision. Following the interviews, stu­
dents either provide brief service, or draft 
a memo and set an appointment with a 
VAP attorney from a participating law 
firm.

“It is very rewarding to work on behalf of 
people who need legal representation who 
otherwise could not afford it,” says 
Jeremiah Frei-Pearson, a second-year law 

The Law Project helped me with my benefits which 

I would not have gotten without their help, 

lam now living in a new apartment and my family 

is in a stable and secure place.

—Yolanda Ortega, Law Project client

BUILD is Built!
A

new program that teaches East Palo 
Alto youth entrepreneurial skills and 
helps incubate the businesses the)' 
develop has met with outstanding success. 

BUILD (Businesses United in Investing, 
Lending, and Development) began as the 
idea of Suzanne McKechnie Klahr ’99 
during a two-year fellowship at the Law 
Project sponsored by Skadden, Arps, 
Slate, Meagher & Flom. BUILD works 
with low-income youth from East Palo 
Alto and eastern Menlo Park to help 
them gain professional and interpersonal 
skills through developing and growing 

successful businesses in a youth business 
incubator.

In September 2001, upon completion of 
her two-year fellowship at the Law 
Project, Suzanne successfully launched 
BUILD as an independent nonprofit 
organization. Today BUILD has 5 staff 
members, 7 volunteer attorneys, 20 busi­
ness mentors, 4 venture capital advisors, 
and 35 high school student participants. 
BUILD is located in Menlo Park near the 
Law Project, (www.planetbuild.org) ■ 

student and VAP co-coordinator. “The 
VAP program gives many first year law 
students the opportunity to use their 
classroom legal skills in the real world, 
helping real people.”

Participating VAP firms include:
Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison LLP; 
Cooley Godward LLP; Fenwick & West 
LLP; Gray Cary Ware & Freidenrich; 
Heller Ehrman White & McAuliffe 
LLP; Morrison & Foerster LLP;
Ritchey Fisher Whitman & Klein; and 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati. ■

The Law Project Welcomes 
New Skadden Fellow

A
lexander Thier is the new Skadden 
fellow and staff attorney at the East 
Palo Community Law Project. Alex 
graduated from Stanford Law School in 

May 2001 and recently passed the 
California bar exam. Alex’s work will 
focus on ensuring that communities in 
the mid-peninsula region fulfill their state 
obligations to plan for the construction of 
affordable housing. Alex will work with 
community groups and with municipali­
ties to identify problem areas and to seek 
to resolve them.

Alex is temporarily on leave from the Law 
Project in order to coordinate a series of 
policy meetings on post-conflict recon­
struction in Afghanistan. Alex worked for 
the United Nations in Afghanistan from 
1993-1996, and worked on Afghanistan 
and regional policy as an intern at the 
National Security Council in 1998.
He has published several articles about 
Afghanistan and US foreign policy, 
including “Afghanistan: Minority Rights 
and Autonomy in a Multi-ethnic Failed 
State” in the Stanford  Journal of 
International Law. ■
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EPACLP's Community Economic Development Unit: Building a 
Stronger Community

T
he Law Project’s Community Economic 
Development practice (CED) offers 
students interested in transactional 
work the opportunity to assist community 

groups in the East Palo Alto area. Students 
work on several projects, some of which 
are outlined below.

Predatory Lending
Predatory lending is a fast-growing local 
practice in which high fees, exorbitant 
costs, and other unscrupulous lending 
practices are used to strip the equity from 
homes owned by elderly and low-income 
residents of the East Palo Alto area. These 
loans often result in the loss of the bor­
rower’s home.

The Law Project, in collaboration with 
the local Community Development 
Corporation, EPA CAN DO, the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Fannie Mae, and the 
FDIC, is working to develop a model 
program to educate communities, provide 
pre-mortgage counseling and legal assis­
tance to victims of predatory lending. 
Law students will receive training in 
predatory lending issues, interview clients, 
do factual and legal research, and deter­
mine whether to provide advice or to 
refer the client to a panel of expert attor­
neys.

Redevelopment
The CED unit has helped residents 
receive relocation benefits owed as a result 
of the city’s redevelopment plans. The 
$29-million Home Depot shopping com­
plex, with its $1.5 million annual tax rev­
enues and jobs, displaced approximately 
800 residents. In one case, a Law Project 
client had been living in a one-bedroom 
apartment with her husband and four 
children. She came to the Law Project 
when the redevelopment agency refused 
to pay her the entire amount of relocation 
benefits due. After more than two years of 

advocacy, the client is now living in a new 
three-bedroom house in East Palo Alto.

The CED recently provided relocation 
education seminars for the 54 families 
who may be relocated from the proposed 
IKEA site in East Palo Alto.

VIA. Hospital Outreach
The CED unit has developed legal educa­
tion seminars for the patients of the 
Veteran’s Administration Hospital located 
in east Menlo Park. “Eighty percent of the 
patients there have no income,” says 
Shirley Hochhausen, supervising attorney 
of the CED program. “The several hun­
dred veterans who reside at the hospital 
have had major disruptions in their lives 
and for many reasons are outside the 
mainstream of our society.” Many V.A. 
patients are estranged from their families, 
homeless, or in the criminal justice sys­
tem.

Shirley and law students Ramey Barnett 
and Skyler Lawrence are involved in an 
outreach program to ease the veterans’ 
reintegration into the workforce by pro­
viding advice, legal assistance, and com­
munity education. “We have set up a 
series of community education seminars 
on topics the veterans identified as use­
ful,” states Shirley.

Following the seminars, income-eligible 
veterans will have the opportunity to meet 
one-on-one with law students to discuss 
their legal problems. The seminars take 
place in the evenings at the V.A. Hospital.

Recently Ramey spoke to approximately 
30 veterans regarding correcting problems 
with drivers’ licenses. “I was surprised at 
how much they appreciated what I told 
them,” said Ramey. “All I did was collect 
and organize information for them. They 
seemed to find that really helpful.”

Childcare Initiative
Many residents of East Palo Alto derive 
some or all of their income from babysit­
ting. Recently residents and a community 
business incubator asked the Law Project 
to assist babysitters in developing child­
care businesses.

With sufficient funding, the CED unit 
will work with clients and community 
groups to assist with licensing as childcare 
providers, creating business structures, 
drafting commercial leases, reviewing 
zoning and licensing requirements, and 
similar work.

Law student Ramey Barnett interviews a client at the 
V.A. Hospital in East Menlo Park.

EAST PALO ALTO:
A CITY IN TRANSITION

1990 census
Hispanic 36.3%
Caucasian 12%
African American 41.4%
Asian/Pacific Islander 9.2%

2000 census
Hispanic 58.7%
Caucasian 6.5%
African American 22.5%
Asian/Pacific Islander 9.6%

I
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EAST PALO ALTO COMMUNITY LAIN PROJECT 
JANUARY 2000 - 2001 SUPPORTERS

BENEFACTORS $10,000+

Anonymous
David Mills
Philanthropic Ventures Foundation
Silicon Valley Campaign for Legal Services
Marsha E. Simms
Stanford Law School
The State Bar of California, Legal Services 

Trust Fund
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 

Foundation

PATRONS $5000 $9999

The Barkley Fund
cy pres award
Gap Inc.
The Goldman Sachs Group
Gray Cary Ware & Freidenrich
The Purple Monkey Fund
Bruce Sandys
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

SUPPORTERS $1000 $4999

Paul and Iris Brest
Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison LLP
Steven Dinkelspiel
LexisNexis
Morrison & Foerster LLP
The New York Times Company
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Mark Parnés
Perkins Coie LLP
Venture Law Group

PARTNERS $500 $999

Allen Matkins Leek Gamble Mallory LLP 
Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft 
Carlos Feldman
Farella Braun & Martel LLP
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart Oliver & Hedges 

LLP
Margaret Mary Russell
Eric and Nancy Wright

SPONSORS $1 - $499

Anonymous
Toni Bassett
Thomas Bollyky
Tamra Boyd
Frank Brucato

Thomas Brudney
Michael Chu
Cornerstone Research
James Cowie
Garrick and Hollie Downs
Molly Dunn
George Fisher
David Flamm and Margaret Stevenson
Esther Flamm
Erwin Fredrich
Fine Glass, Berkeley, CA
Kathryn Frucher
Joseph Gaeta
Sonya Garza
Jennifer Gibson
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Matthew Greenberg
Jan Gronsky and Ping Ping Ngo
Milena and Anisa Guajardo
Santiago D. Guajardo
Garth Harries
Todd Heyman
Susan Hightower
Holland & Hart LLP
Walter Kamiat
Pam Karlan
Katherine Keating
Severa Keith
Carrie Kienholz
Jane Korach
Nicole Krieger
Kevin Lemley
Alan Levinson
Daisy Livnah
Katayoon Majd
Richard Marcantonio and Shirley Hochhausen
Leslie Margolis
Wesley Meehan
Alvaro Mejia
Michelle Mercer
Wilfrano Millan
Miller & Chevalier, Chartered
Hank Organ
Smeeta Ramarathnam
Barbara Rhomberg
Carlos Romero
Sharon Samek
Lisa Shapiro
Jim and Elizabeth Steyer
Alyssa Thirsk
Carlos R. Watson Jr.
Jennifer Wedel
Leah Williams
Adrien Wing
Jeffrey Wu
Janet and Mark Zimmerman

DONORS TO THE 2001 PALO ALTO 
AREA BAR ASSOCIATION BENEFIT 
GOLF TOURNAMENT

George Abood
Steve Ackerly
Adidas
Africa City Alive
Rebecca Alger 
Russ Altman 
Greg Arellano 
Mike Armstrong 
Sam Aupton 
Norm Baker 
Charles Banovac 
Dan Barton 
Carlos Bazan 
Keith Belknap 
Aneel Bhusri 
Greg Bishop 
Bistro Elan 
Blue Chalk Cafe 
Borders
Freeman Bradley
Lincoln Brooks
Browne of Palo Alto 
Café Brioche 
Janis Cashman 
Doug Chaikin 
Jeff Crowe 
Bruce Czachor 
Jim Danaher 
Peter Danna 
Gordy Davidson 
Tony DeMaria 
Stephen Dennis 
Jennifer Dew 
Richard Dickson 
Michael Disanto 
Stan Doty
Doty Sundheim & Gilmore
Patrick Doyle
Steve Empey
Mike Filice
Fenwick & West, LLP
Mike Flicker
Flicker & Kerin, LLP
John Foley
Franklin Templeton Investments
Jennifer Frankot
Dutch Freman
Tom Furst
Garden Court Hotel
Ron Garrity
John Geschke
Jaime Godfrey
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EAST PALO ALTO COMMUNITY LAW PROJECT 
JANUARY 2000 - 2001 SUPPORTERS

GOLF TOURNAMENT
DONORS continued

Phil Goodman
Gordon Bietsch
Robert Gotelli
Jerry Gray
Greylock
Norm Hamil
Mark Harris
Jack Helfard
Kleigh Hathaway
Chad Hilyard
David Hoffmeister
Eric Hughes
Thoms Jacobs
Richard Jekat
Scott Joachiu
Derek Johnson
Kevin Johnson
A.C. Johnston
K & L Wine Shop
David Kays
Gary Kennedy
Toney Kerin
Glenn Kitasoe
Jim Kirch
Jon Kiya
Keith Koegler
Rudy Kraft
Charles Krueger
Phil Kufeldt
Mark Larwood
Left at Albuquerque
Kevin Lemond
Robert Longinetti
Ralph Longo
Doug Lougee
James Lyons
David Mack
Maddalena’s
Jeff Mark
David Marks
Max’s Opera Cafe
John Maxwell
Chris McClean
Pete McMahon
M.E. Fox & Company
Mark Mensick
Mid-Peninsula Bank, a Division

of Greater Bay Bancorp
Dennis Miller
Bob Miller
Robert H. Miller
Ming’s
Chris Mitchell

Morrison & Foerster, LLP
Murray & Murray, a Professional

Corporation
Tom Nolan
Nolan Armstrong & Barton
Stephen O’Niell
Nike
Oakland A’s
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, 

LLP
Todd Parker
Ken Perlmutter
Bill Prescott
Printer’s Inc. Cafe
Tony Ramsey 
Charles Rauch 
Rich Renfree 
Steven Ritcheson
Ritchey Fisher Whitman & Klein
Doug Robins
Ronnie’s All-Stars Helping Kids 
Sand Hill Advisors, Inc.
San Jose Institute for
Contemporary Art
Jonathon Schwartz
Bill Shaffer
Tom Shannon
Sheraton Palo Alto
Silicon Valley Bank
Bryan Sinclair
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &

Horn, LLP
Brad Smith
Pat Smith
Jeff Snyder
SRI International
Stanford Law Professors
Sundance Mining Co.
The Hagan Law Firm
Thoits, Love, Hershberger & 

McClean
Dennis Stanwood
Tucker Stanwood
Bill Starling
Andrew Sterngold
Tom Stevens
Fred Storek
Matt Sullivan
Tim Sullivan
Dan Tagliaferri
Grayson Taketa
Marilyn Taketa
The Westin Palo Alto
TheatreWorks 
Scott Toussaint 
Richard Trantman

Tri-City Sporting Goods 
Mark Walther
Dale Weston
Whitmont Legal Copying Inc. 
Whole Foods
Andrew Wilcox
John Wilson
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 

Foundation
Uulindella Wobogo 
Wood Associates

IN-KIND DONATIONS AND 
OTHER ASSISTANCE

Hallie Aaron
Cindy Avitia
JonJon Blanco
Helen Bruno
Continental Caterers
Heller Ehrman White & McAuliffe 

LLP
Hewlett Packard
Hobee’s California Restaurants 
Pam Karlan and Viola Canales 
Morrison 8i Foerster LLP 
Nelson Capital Management 
Posh Bagels
Ev Shiro Design 
Stanford Florists 
Starbucks
Trader Joe’s
Watsonville Nurseries

VOLUNTEER ATTORNEY 
PROGRAM (VAP)

VAP ATTORNEYS

Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison LLP
Jeannie Atwood, VAP Coordinator 
Taylor Browning, VAP Coordinator 
Kristen Allen
Dan Hansen
Daniel Harris
Brent Johnson
Franklin Parker
Zaitum Poonja 
Navin Rao
Jeffrey Sims 
Norbert Stahl

Cooley Godward LLP
Daisy Livnah, VAP Coordinator
Britt Anderson
Wendy Brenner
Maury Bricks
Krista Cosner
Jennifer Fan
Grant Fondo
Sandra Geiger
Jennifer Gibson
Gordon Ho
Jeff Karr
Daniel Kaleba
Greg Klingsporn
Anthony Lim
Michelle Littlewood
Tish Loeb
Jason McFall
Emilia Mayorga
Tamara Morgan
Tahir Naim
To-Anh Nguyen
Max Ochoa
Charles Schwab
Patricia Swift
Clay Wheeler

Fenwick & West LLP
Patrick Premo, VAP Coordinator
Amy Becker
Jocelyn Boissonneault
Ruth Castro
David Crowe
Kathleen Kehoe Greeson
Jaclyn Jacobs
Aaron Meyers
Evette Pennypacker
Richard Sanders
Chris Scanlon
Henry Su

Gray Cary Ware & Freidenrich
Martin Myers, VAP Coordinator
Shan Bhat
Ian Feinberg
Matthew Goldberg
Hugh Goodwin
Amanda Groves
Jeff Lederman
Alicia Park
Chirag Shah
Mike Snyder
Andrew Valentine
Edwin Zavata
Monica Zent
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VAP ATTORNEYS continued

Heller Ehrman White &
McAuliffe LLP

Norm Blears, VAP Coordinator
Howard Caro
Kevin Chung
James Fox
Daniel Rockey
Olga Rodstein
Carol Switzer
Amy Van Zant

Morrison & Foerster LLP
Ken Kuwayti, VAP Coordinator
Peggy Bruggman, VAP

Coordinator
Michael Ashkar
Richard Eckman
Johney Han
Josh Johnson
Sunil Kulkarni
Richard Moser
Sue Park
Konika Rodhakrishnan
Diana Saso
Tami Swiger
Rachel Williams
Thomas Wilson

Ritchey Fisher Whitman & 
Klein

John Hursch, VAP Coordinator
Jennifer Dew

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich &
Rosati

Mark Parnés, VAP Coordinator
Jason Hunt, VAP Coordinator
Greg Batista
Jenny Dixon
Ryan Hilbert
Chris Kendrick
Kohit Khanna
Catherine Kirkman
Krys Korbett
Doug Krohn
Michael Ladra
Justin Levinson
John Liu
Steve Liu
Laurie-Ann Look
John Ludlum
Brian Mendonca
John Nishi

Susan Parent 
Alison Pauly 
Virginia Rosas 
Jose Ruiz
Bahram Seyedin-Noor 
John Slafsky 
Tom Stein

VAP STUDENT 
INTERVIEWERS AND 
INTERPRETERS

Christopher Allen 
Allil Alvarez 
David Armillei 
Dimitry Bam 
Eric Beckenhauer 
Ray Bennett 
Carlos Bermudez 
Herbie Bohnet 
Marisa Brutoco 
Carlos Bermudez 
Connie Chen 
Lisa Chen 
David Cooper 
Liliana Coronado 
Catherine Crump 
John Davidson 
Maria Derrer 
Sarah Devine 
Ryanne Easley 
E. Martin Estrada 
Erica Farmer
Vanessa Frank Garcia 
Adam Gogolak 
Roberto Gonzalez 
Julie Gottleib 
Joseph Gray 
Beverly Grossman 
Luke Guerra 
Andrew Harris 
Georgene Huang 
Lucas Huizar 
Chris Jensen 
Kathryn Judge 
Matthew Kahn 
Nick Kahn-Fogel 
Corene Kendrick 
Peter Kessler 
Darius Kharabi 
Craig Largent 
David Lawson 
Daniel Lernerz 
Barbara Llanes

Amanda Major 
Anna Makanju 
Ryan Marsh 
Jen Mendel 
Nicola Mrazek 
Micah Myers 
Vi Nguyen 
Ellen Nudelman 
Erin O’Connell 
Drew Olejnik 
Jim Pastore 
Alex Pearce 
Lisa Podemski 
Celina Ramirez 
Monica Ramirez 
Kris Reed 
Tim Reimann 
Laura Robbins 
Luis Rodríguez 
Noel Rodríguez 
Rosendo Rodríguez 
John Roodhouse 
Jennifer Saslow 
Adam Schwartz 
Ananda Sen 
Maya Sen 
Courtney Shaw 
Monica Shelton 
Bianca Sierra 
Carrie Simons 
Alexis Soterakis 
Ryan Spiegel 
Andy Stanton 
Terri Stein 
Andre Sulmers 
Gabriel Tames 
Sharon Terman 
Joe Thompson 
Katherine Un terman 
Sarah Varela 
Jowcol Vina 
Robert Watson 
Erik Woodhouse 
Paty Young 
Stew Young 
Derek Zaba 
Daniel Zaheer 
Brad Zeff

VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS
In addition to the VAPprogram, 
many attorneys assist the Law Project 
in a variety of ways: co-counseling, 
advising students, and supervising 
clinics.

Maureen Alger 
Marjorie Allard 
Susan Bardet 
Alison Brunner 
Renee Chamas 
Helen Chen
Kevin Chung
Paul Cohen
Stuart Crymes
Darryel Dacua
Julia Figueira-McDonough 
Robert Gardner
Emilio Gonzalez
Christopher Ho
Bill Hoerger
Eileen Jacobs
Bill Litt
David Lowe
Scott Maurer
Emilia Mayorga
Bruce Munro
Brian Newcomb
Daisy Nishigaya
Cynthia Rice
Diane Ritchie
Ann Rosenzweig
Suzanne Roten
Johannes Sebabi
Steven Vernon
Maria Willett
Robert Wyman

CLINICAL LAW STUDENTS
Law students can enroll for course 
credit in clinical work that involves 
representing clients in court, at 
hearings, and in other proceedings. 
Summer students perform similar 
work for a stipend.

Leonard Aragon
Ramey Barnett 
Tamra Boyd 
Gigi Capuyan 
Jennifer Catherine 
Michael Chu
Eugene Clark-Herrera
Peter Cruz
Keith Cunningham
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Mark Delgado 
Brian Dimmick 
Hollie Downs 
Molly Dunn 
H. Lynn Echenberg 
Margaret Engelhardt 
E. Martin Estrada 
Carl Flink 
Richard Foley 
Sonya Garza 
Nicole Gomes 
Janet Goode 
Hosea Harvey 
Jill Henderson 
Katherine Henrickson 
Katherine Humphreys 
Sorrayah Juma 
Charles Jung 
Ronald Kaloostian 
Severa Keith 
Kathleen Kim 
Skyler Lawrence 
Ryan Lester 
Sarah Lindemann 
Cheryl Mandala 
Tia Martinez 
Corynne McSherry 
Lan Nguyen 
David Saldivar 
Jonathan Sanders 
Bruce Sandys 
Kristin Schnell 
Peter Suen
Norma Tabaras 
Holly Telerant 
Alyssa Tormala Thirsk 
Neal Troum 
Dylan Vade 
Lori Vincere 
Summer Watson 
Tom Watson 
Jennifer Wedel 
Tanya Wei 
Hillary Weis 
Jeffrey Wu 
Eric Xanthopoulos 
Dori Yob

ADVICE CLINIC 
VOLUNTEERS
Stanford University under­
graduates and staff, Stanford 
law students, and community 
members can volunteer at the 
Laiv Project's advice clinics. 
Volunteers assist with client intake, 
interviewing, and interpreting.

Hallie Aaron
Gabe Camarillo
Helen Chen
Lisa Chen
Elena Conte
David Cooper
Liliana Coronado
Catherine Crump 
Lindsey Duca 
Erica Farmer 
Rosa Gonzalez 
Lydia Lopez 
Ximena Martinez 
Erin O’Connell 
Monica Shelton 
Sharon Terman 
Pilar Nicole Tidball 
Sue Traub 
Nancy Villareal 
Hillary Weis 
Kelly Wells 
Daniel Zaheer

STUDENT STEERING 
COMMITTEE
Stanford Law School’s Student 
Steering Committee serves as a 
liaison between the Law Project 
and the law school.

Amy Ash, Programs Coordinator
Jasmine Guillory, Law Project

Board Representative
Jeremiah Frei-Pearson, Student 

VAP Co-Coordinator
Ana Rosado, Student VAP 

Co-Coordinator
Sue Traub, Law Project Board

Representative
Jowcol Vina, VAP Interpreter 

Coordinator
Hillary Weis, Law Project Staff 

Liaison

COLLABORATING 
ORGANIZATIONS

Bay Area Legal Aid
California Rural Legal Assistance
Disability Rights and Education

Defense Fund
Haas Center for Public Service,

Stanford University
La Raza Centro Legal
Legal Aid Society of

San Francisco’s Employment 
Law Center

Legal Aid Society of San Mateo
County

Multicultural Education, 
Training, and Advocacy, Inc.

One East Palo Alto
Sagy Law Associate
Stanford Law School, Public

Interest Program

The East Palo Alto Community Law Project’s continued success 
in serving low-income communities and in training future 
lawyers depends on the ongoing commitment of friends like you. 
The Law Project’s clients, students, and staff thank you for your 
support!

If we inadvertently left you out or made mistakes, please let us 
know so that we can properly recognize all who assist the Law 
Project in its critically important work.

The Law Project did a great job with my case. They were there for me 

from day one. They were understanding, they listened to me, they made 

me feel comfortable throughout the process, and they went to court with 

me. It is unusual for poor people to get good help. There are great people 

at the Law Project and I would recommend them to anyone.

—Lisa Joseph, Law Project client
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East Palo Alto Community Law Project
1395 Bay Road
East Palo Alto, CA 94303

* POSTADA 305530

Elizabeth Jackson 
2035 Cooley Ave, #41 
East Palo Alto, CA 94303

The Law Project Needs Your Help
Your Support Enables The Law Project to:

• Provide high-quality free legal services to hundreds of low-income East 
Palo Alto area residents.

• Educate law students to promote justice.
• Assist low-wage injured workers with access to health care.
• Protect the legal rights of tenant families.
• Keep families out of slum housing and ensure their children are free from 

unhealthy living conditions.
• Build a stronger community, improve the quality of life, and increase the 

self-sufficiency of people in need.

If you would like to make a gift to the Law Project, please use the enclosed 
donation envelope.

If you have any questions about our programs, or would like more informa­
tion on how to include the East Palo Alto Community Law Project in your 
year-end giving, please contact Development Associate Peter Bassett at 
(650) 725-7008 or pbassett@law.stanford.edu.

Thank you.

mailto:pbassett@law.stanford.edu

