
CECIL WELLE AMS

Cecil Williams is a guctar-plunklng, horse-riding, tai.c-tc.LL- 
' ig cowboy enthusiast who spins yams and sings óongó abnuf eR 

ic Black West. Hls six ¿oot two ¿rame reminds ML o<Z Gary
Cooper and his easy drawl and quick wit o¿ Will Rogers. A delight 
¿ul narrator o¿ Little-known ¿acts o¿ the lives c><j black planee* 
men and women he can charm an audience within minuta ai he starts 
talking about hii "chaw itick" {sassa¿*aA root} and how to brew 
tea ij/ioffl it. Williams tells exciting Atóala and iad 
all oj them t>toe Atóala.

Bonn on a ranch in Pawnee County, Okla- JP
homa, Williams' ¿amity moved when he was • » ■*Sfíffff 
two years o¿ age and a titled across the road ¿rom 
the Grayhorse Endian Reservation, Oklahoma. Some o¿ 
hii stories are about hi* boyhood ¿riends who were 
blooded Oiage Endians bearing the proud ñama o¿ Red 
Eagle, Beartracks, Beau, Tatlchie¿, The Ravens, White W 
Eagle and Little Star and. their ¿ine Pinto ponia which I I
weAe the envy o¿ the county.

"■'High. Achool years were spent in Pawhuska, Oklahoma, at wltech 
he did ranch wo*k ¿oA a local r anche*. Williams gradu- 

aied ¿rom Langston College, Langston, Oklahoma and á ¿ew months 
f Laie* went into the Army. A¿ter leaving the Army he became 

technical instructor at Amarillo Al* Fo*ce Base, Texas. He 
was trans ¿erred to Rolla, Missou*1 as a ca*tog*aphe* ¿0* the 
U.S. Geological Survey and in 1959 came to the Geological 
Sawey in Mentó Pa*k, Call ¿amia whe*e he is at the pres ent 
*E.

■Witliami spends hit ¿ree time documenting Atonies he heard as 
■" a child at his grandfather's knee. His g*and¿ather, Hen>uj 

' Williams, chose to lead the ti¿e o¿ a lawman and became Deputy 
Sherl¿¿ ¿o* the all black town o¿ Langston, Oklahoma. A close 

¿ ¿tiend,’ Bill Pickett, one o¿ the ¿i*st wo*king black cowboys 
* and rodeo stars in Oklahoma Territory, ¿aihe*ed the a*t o¿ 

bulldogging.

1 Williams uÍAes his vast knowledge o¿ the e*a ¿0* waiting songs, 
1,4 copyrighted so ¿a*, and monologues and he is just completing 
a book about the'Bldcks o¿ Osage County, Oklahoma. He sings 
songs about the "Su^aLo Soldiers," "Cherokee Bill," "Jim Beck- 
worlh," "The Legend o¿ the Dusky Demon," "Nat Love," "Stagecoach 
Mary," "Ebony Queen" and o¿ numerous other people and places.

■
An athlete in college in ¿ootball, basketball and track his 
recreation in his adult years ¿allows the same path. President 
o¿ the East Palo Alto Hunting Club, which is the only black 
registered hunting club in California, Williams also is a big 
game hunter, backpacker, and student o¿ Go-Ju-Kai Karate.

Cecil Williams is keeping the legends o¿ the Black West alive by 
telling his stories and singing his songs in schools, on TV, at 
¿airs, ¿old ¿estivals and historical societies.

For in¿o*matiün regarding concerts or lectures please call - 323-8111


