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City Hires New Manager
By Nick Alexander

Frederick A. Howell, the director 
of community development for 

the city of Davis, has been named East 
Palo Alto Manager. The announce­
ment, made at the February 7 city 
council meeting, came after a careful 
screening of applicants for the post 
from throughout California, the Mid­
west, and the East Coast.

"I’m very excited about the oppor­
tunity to build my own organization 
and build my own system,” said the 

45-year old city planner whose con­
tract with the city is for three years. 
“Typically, a city manager is hired to 
replace another one, and a staff is 
already in place.”

Before taking his three year posi­
tion as top city planner at Davis, How­
ell worked for San Mateo, where offi­
cials say he established himself as a 
resourceful and respected senior 
planner. He was also active in com­
munity affairs there, leading the effort 
to build the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Recreation Center and heading a coa­
lition of third world organizations 

called the Community Workers Pro­
gram.

Howell’s appointment, which be­
gins March 1, sets the final stage for 
the city’s independence from under 
San Mateo County’s administration of 
basic municipal services. The city man­
ager’s office will oversee the hiring of 
the staff for the Departments of Pub­
lic Works, Parks and Recreation, and 
Public Safety, as well as Budget and 
Finance, and Planning and Develop­
ment, and will assume a permanent 
administrative role over those divis­
ions.

Security Deposits 
Belong to Renters
By Glenda Jones

Security deposit, cleaning deposit 
—call it what you will—it belongs 

to the renter. Many people have lost 
sight of the purpose for such a deposit, 
it’s to guarantee the property owner 
some protection from tenants who ne­
gligently or irresponsibly damage the 
property. It cannot be used to cover 
the routine maintenance and clean­
ing. That is the owner’s responsibility. 
Too often, the security deposit does 
just that, and most tenants think they 
have no recourse.

Tenants Can Protect Themselves
There are several things tenants can 

do to ensure fairness in the refund of 
their deposit when they leave a place.

Five. Make clear to the owner that 
you expect a full refund and are 
cleaning the apartment with that goal 
in mind.

Six. If all this fails and you feel you 
have not received a fair amount of 
your refund and the landlord won’t 
listen to reason, you have recourse to 
Small Claims Court.

How To Go To Small Claims Court
For residents of East Palo Alto the 

Small Claims Court office is in the old 
court house at 750 Middlefield Road, 
Redwood City (363-4303). The people 
in the office are helpful in explaining 
the procedure. Remember, this court 
is for people who are not lawyers.

You do need to be prepared to tell 
your story to a judge. Have all docu-

Beautiful weather has come early this year affecting us with spring fever.

be submitted into evidence. It’s a 
good idea to practice vour case ahead 
of time. You make a better impression 
if you are organized and concise. Take 

relevant to your case.
It Happened Like This . . .

Recently, a tenant moving out of 
the Manhattan Apartments (Apt. 26) 

One. Be sure to come to an agree­
ment with the landlord about the 
condition of the apartment. Write 
down the things that may cause dis­
agreement later and be sure both par­
ties sign and have copies.

Two. Find out what is expected for 
the full refund reimbursement. Make

merits relative to your case ready to your witness, photos, anything else Continued from page 3

Do You Know Who Invented 
The Reel McCoy?

it more specific than “leave it like you 
found it.” Tenants are not responsible 
for normal wear and aging. That’s 
what the rent money pays for. But 
some owners want to use your secur­
ity deposit to help pay for replacing 
things that just wear out.

Three. Have a friend see the place 
before you move in and when you 
leave. A third party can be helpful if 
disagreements occur. Take snapshots 
of the place before and after.

Four. Keep copies of rent receipts 
and rental agreements.

By Carmeleit Oakes

Can you picture a large city without 
the safety of traffic signals?

When you enjoy the delectable 
jello desserts, sweet concoctions, and 
yes, even carbonated drinks, do you 
ever wonder how they came about?

Do you know of the many uses of 
the gas mask? (Men trapped in mines 
or tunnels; fire-trapped victims saved 
from thick, suffocating gases and 
smoke; soldiers attacked by poison­
ous gasses on the battlefield). Indeed, 
many time-saving, life-saving devices

Sanitation Improve­
ments Save
By Duane Bay

As the rainy season began, the East
Palo Alto Sanitary District finished 

phase two of its modernization pro­
gram. Old lines on O’Connor, Pulgas, 
and Green streets have been replaced 
with larger new lines. Most of the 
groundwater leaking into the system 
has been eliminated. All lines running 
below sea level and most lines run­
ning within five feet of sea level have 
' en sealed.

Last year groundwater accounted 
for at least 20% of the water the Dis­
trict paid to have treated at the Palo 
Alto treatment plant. Savings due to 
reduction in groundwater will pay for 
the sealing costs in three years. The 
sealing not only saves money, but 
allows extra capacity. The system is 
now only using less than 60% of its 
treatment plant maximum capacity— 
down from nearly 80% a year ago.

Money
In the first phase of the moderniza­

tion program the District adopted a 
written operations code for the first 
time in District history, and introduced 
connection fees to insure that devel­
opers of new buildings would help 
pay for the installed lines. The District 
also developed a Master Plan which 
included projections of sewage treat­
ment and line capacity needs for the 
next 25 years using the Community 
Plan as a base. The Master Plan also 
outlined a workplan for upgrading 
the system to provide the needed 
future capacity.

In the final phases of the moderni­
zation workplan scheduled for the 
next two years, the District will finish 
upgrading lines, complete negotia­
tions for increased treatment plant 
capacity, and bring full service to the 
industrial area at the end of Bay Road.

we take for granted are the results of 
the inquiring, inventive minds of Black 
Americans whose contributions to 
science and industry went almost unno­
ticed due to racial prejudice.

Dig deep into the life of Garrett A. 
Morgan, a pioneer in industrial safety.

'The REAL McCOY 
invented automatic 

lubrication."

This self-educated, creative man was 
deeply concerned about the welfare 
of Black people. He forced the city of 
Cleveland to recognize his invention 
of the gas mask when an explosion 
occurred below the city streets. He 
started his own newspaper to publi­
cize Black achievements. Little did he 
know he was preparing the ground­
work for the success of a Black mayor

(Stokes) years later.
The expression “It’s the real 

McCoy” has become a part of our 
everyday language, but how many of 
us know how it came to be used? 
Elijah McCoy believed there was a 
better way to oil and lubricate machin­

ery than by shutting down the entire 
plant. His idea was to make lubrica­
tion automatic. He called the device 
the “lubricating cup.” It caused peo­
ple, when inspecting a piece of new 
machinery, to ask, “Is it the real 
McCoy?” Today this expression is used 
to indicate authenticity.

It was Jan Matzeliger whose shoe­
lasting machine led to the mass pro­
duction of shoes; Andrew J. Beard 
whose patented device secured rail­
road cars by merely bumping them 
together; Norbert Rillieux who inven­
ted the evaporator process used in 
the sugar industry; Granville Woods 
who invented the railway communi­
cations system; and that great drafts­
man Lewis Latimer who patented a 
drawing of the first telephone, as well 
as the first incandescent electric light 
bulb.

"Patents of Black 
inventors involved egg 

beater, folding bed, 
ironing board . .

Many of the patents of Black inven­
tors involved simple household con­
veniences: the egg beater, folding 
bed, ice cream mold, ironing board, 
just to mention a few.

Black History Month, the brainchild 
of Carter G. Woodson, is a constant 
reminder to all Americans of a people 
whose achievements have made the 
job of many of us easier, have saved 
countless lives, indeed have altered

Continued from page 3
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On April 10 an election will be held 
that will decide if the “Rent Stabiliza­
tion and Just Cause Eviction” ordi­
nance is to be enacted. The referen­
dum was forced by the East Palo Alto 
Property Rights Committee, a group 
bankrolled by absentee landlords in 
the Palo Alto Parks Association. The 
campaign against rent control is being 
waged with allegations that the ordi­
nance will bring devastating financial 
effects to the city. The following was 
written to the Peninsula Times Tri­
bune by resident Duane Bay, a mem­
ber of the East Palo Alto Planning 
Commission, in response to a letter 
by Edrick Haggans, spokesperson for 
the Rights committee.

Letter to the Editor:
I wish to refute several misleading 

notions put forth by Mr. Haggans in 
his recent letter concerning rent con­
trol in East Palo Alto. His conjecture 
about severe revenue loss due to 
property tax base erosion is misin­
formed. His calculation of "who’s got 
the mandate” overlooks the fact that 
the margin of victory for the current 
City Council majority came from 
cross over voting by anti-incorpora­
tion voters who doubted the quality

Jackson Campaign 
Not in Jest

Much debate on whether a Black 
candidate should enter the primaries 
as the representative of all Blacks 
turned on whether or not such a stra­
tegy would advance Black political 
interests. It was generally agreed that 
such a candidacy would be symbolic, 
in the sense that the candidate would 
not be likely to win the nomination.

Now that Jesse Jackson has officially 
entered the race, such considerations 
are academic. There is a Black candi­
date running now, and there is agree­
ment that while the candidacy entails 
high risks, there may be some posi­
tives as well.

The risks are familiar such as weak­
ening other candidates with a better 
chance to win who would favor poli­
cies Blacks want, and stimulating an 
anti-Black backlash. The benefits are

THEM BELLS

by Elmo Malveaux

Them freedom bells were ringing, 
it rung as brothers and sisters 
sifted through the sands of 
racism, poverty and insanity 

only
to find there lives threatened.

Them bells rung when Jesus 
spoke of 

love 
ringing

as a mother looked with tear 
filled eyes at her son on a 
cross.

Them bells rung as Malcolm X 
spoke of 

exploitation 
and

Martin Luther King said, 
'7 have a dream,” 
ringing again as on­
lookers gathered around 
the bullet filled bodies 
of Malcolm X and King 
from assassins' shots.

Letters To The Editor
of their own leadership. His identifi­
cation of property rights as a basic 
issue is on target; his conclusions in 
this regard are wrong and wrong- 
headed. Let me explain each of these 
three points briefly.

Petition Signatures Are as 
Cheap as Votes Are Dear

About the mandate. Mr. Haggans 
calls the 2000 referendum signatures a 
mandate. We all know that petition 
signatures are as cheap as votes are 
dear, so lets calculate mandate not 
from the work of paid petition gath­
erers, but from actual balloting behav­
ior in the last election.

In a well publicized election that 
could not have been closer, ten pro­
incorporation candidates faced off 
against half as many opposition can­
didates for five seats. Arithmetic says 
the “pro” vote should have been split 
and the opposition slate should have 
won. Why didn’t they win? Because 
some voters who doubted the wis­
dom of incorporation nonetheless pre­
ferred the leadership of those candi­
dates who are now the Council major­
ity. In fact, vote tallies from the twelve 
East side "homeowner” precincts 
show the opposition frontrunner, Mrs. 
Wilks, in sixth place. What makes Mr. 
Haggans think that voters who crossed 
over despite disagreement with can­
didates on an issue as important as 
incorporation would embarass their 
new City by recalling those they 

familiar, most especially sharply in­
creased Black voter registration and 
political participation.

The Black share of the voting age 
population that actually votes is 
smaller than the white one. There is a 
persistent gap of about 10 percentage 
points. In the 1980 elections, for ex­
ample, about half of the eligible Blacks 
and 60 percent of eligible whites 
voted.

The growing realization of that 
unused political strength has led to 
massive voter education drives. As a 
result in the 1982 congressional elec­
tion the gap was down to only 7 per­
centage points.

In 1982 many voters went to the 
polls to express their feelings about 
the change in national policies on 
civil rights and the economy, raising 
the question of whether it is neces­
sary to have a Black candidate run­
ning to increase Black voter turnout. 

chose?
Property Taxes Account For 
Only 30% of City’s Revenue

About property taxes. The two years 
of moderate rent control established 
by the Council to provide some tran­
sitional stability for tenants will have 
little permanent effect on property 
tax revenue for two reasons.

First, almost all of the tax base 
increase over the next five years will 
come from turnover of houses which 
have not been sold (and therefore 
have not been reassessed even though 
their value has at least doubled) since 
Proposition 13. Most of these houses 
are single family units which are not 
affected by rent control.

Second, even if the tax base were 
affected, property taxes account for 
only 30 percent of the City’s revenue.

Finally, about property rights. Prop­
erty value derives from exercise of 
property rights. Particularly, in our 
current political system, from the right 
to participate in democratic processes 
which influence the use and value of 
one's property. Through incorpora­
tion we have regained access to exer­
cise of our full powers in this regard.

We Now Have The Means
To Shape The Future

Although we may not be able to 
regain valuable industrial and recrea­
tional land lost to surrounding com­
munities, and will have to suffer a 
twice daily partitioning of our town

There can be no doubt that a Black 
candidate will help get many to the 
polls who otherwise might opt out of 
the political process. It will not be 
enough, however, to simply assume 
that a Jesse Jackson candidacy will 
automatically result in higher Black 
voting.

Grassroots coalitions to register 
voters must increase their efforts and 
not trust to chance; for no matter 
how interested people become in the 
primaries, it will take a lot of hard 
work to make sure they vote!

All Americans regardless of color 
and political persuasion, should wel­
come Jackson’s entry into the presi­
dential sweepstakes as an expression 
of the rights of anyone who meets the 
constitutional requirements of age 
and citizenship, to run for office. At 
the same time, all Blacks must be wary 
of allowing this candidacy to split the 
community along partisan political 

by the Dumbarton Bridge traffic we 
sought to divert, and while we must 
work uphill to battle the “crime in the 
street legacy of previously ineffectual 
area management, we now have the 
means to shape the future.

Thoughtful zoning, crime control, 
and responsible development of a 
commercial sector and job-providing 
light industry will influence property 
values ever so much more than a 
temporary moderate rent control. So 
it is ironic that the very people who 
now talk “property rights” worked so 
hard to block Cityhood—worked to 
block access to the political channel 
through which those rights are 
secured!

In retrospect the big hidden issue 
in the incorporation election may 
have been rent control; without the 
nonsensical "save our homes” cam­
paign financed by the apartment 
house owners the election would not 
have been close at all. But this time 
the issue isn't really rent control (less 
than thirty percent East Palo Alto resi­
dents own housing covered by rent 
control). '

The issue is self-determination. In a 
word it is power. The question is 
whether we will allow ourselves to be 
fooled by a coalition of well financed 
non-resident apartment house owners 
and a few local politicians who chose 
to jump off the incorporation ship 
rather than share the helm.

lines. Many leading Black politicians 
have misgivings about the candidacy 
and even endorsed others. Their be­
lief that the best strategy for Blacks is 
to have a strong presence in the camp 
of each of the serious contenders for 
the presidency must be respected.

It will be interesting to see how the 
media will treat this candidacy. The 
first flush of coverage probably indi­
cates media finally having a candidate 
in the race who promises good copy 
and colorful quotes. But the real test 
of media maturity will lie in how it 
covers the entire campaign. It must 
give Jackson’s candidacy the same 
coverage and respect it gives to other 
candidates including many who have 
far less of a chance to win and a lot less 
reason to run than Jackson does.

Register To Vote!
Maxine Blayburn
663 Moorpark Way, Unit 10 
Mountain View, CA

We heard them bells in Mississippi 
7964

when three civil rights workers
James Chaney,

Michael Schewerner
and

Andrew Goodman
was murdered.

Them bells rung for religious 
freedom

and
for Black Folks to eat and ride 
where they pleased and the 
enactment
of civil right.

As
I met piy brother on the street 
bruised and battered in a fight 
from the night before and the 
smell of wine on his breath, 
I wonder does he hear them 
bells. . .

Have we told our children of
RACISM

and EXPLOITATION 
out there, down the street 
and around the corner,

do
we

hear
them

bells?

They made it a lot better but 
we got to 

listen
listen . . .

listen .......

Press Release
Jesse Jackson for President 
Committee

The caucus to recommend dele­
gates pledged to Rev. Jesse Jackson at 
the Democratic Party National Con­
vention will be held Sunday, March 
11 at East Palo Alto City Council Build­
ing, 2415 University Avenue, East Palo 
Alto, California.

Any Democrat registered to vote in 
the 11th Congressional District, which 
includes cities from East Palo Alto to 
South San Francisco, who is willing to 
sign a card pledging support for Jesse 
Jackson’s candidacy for President is 
eligible to vote at the caucus. Regis­
tration at the caucus will start at 1:00 
p.m. and close promptly at 3:00 p.m.

Your 11th Congressional District 
will have five delegates and two alter­
nates to the Convention. For addi­
tional information about the Jackson 
caucus in your Congressional District, 
call the Caucus Convenor, Virgil Boyd, 
Jr. at 323-5861 or 325-8558.
For Additional Information:

Glenda Savage at 321-8067 or 364- 
6104 for press contact; Nobantu Anko- 
anda at 323-5861 for Congressional 
District Coordinator for the 11th Con­
gressional District.

Mailing Address: 
Peninsulans for a Rainbow Coalition 
P.O. Box 51562 
East Palo Alto, California 94303
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A Funny Thing Happened On The Way 
To A Friend's Place . . .
By Ron Drake

■ recently went to visit an apart­
ment-dwelling friend of mine in 

East Palo Alto. I walked up to the 
entrance and tried the intercom but 
got no answer. I was in the process of 
trying again when a tenant appeared 
from the stairwell and let himself out.
“Doggone thing hasn’t worked in 

months,” he said. “You’ll probably 
have to call your friend from a phone 
booth.”

The night was foggy and pitch- 
dark. The only illumination was from 
the lobby light, and seeing no phone 
and no sign of my friend in his 
second-story window, I turned up my 
collar and started to leave.

“Hey, you!”
I’ve learned not to respond to voices 

that don’t sound familiar, that don’t 
call me by name or address me with 
some bit of courtesy, but this one was 
different. It grabbed me like a hand 
on the scruff of my neck.

“Yeah, I’m talking to you!”
I looked back into the apartment 

building to see if my friend was play­
ing a practical joke but that wasn’t it. 
The voice was tinny and metallic like a 
poor quality transistor radio.

“You’re that guy that talks to houses, 
ain’cha?”
“Not when 1 can help it.” (I was 

now addressing the “broken” inter­
com box. I was also scanning the 
upper floors in search of the joker 
with the weird sense of humor).

“Oh, so you’re too good to talk to 
an apartment building. Is that it? Land­
lords and all that. You can talk to a 
single-family dwelling but not me, 
you . . .”

“Wait a minute! I’ve had just about 
enough of you. Now, I’ve lived in an 
apartment myself and I happen to 
think . . .”

“Some of your best Friends are 
apartments, right?”

"If you don’t lighten up, I’m gonna 
take a screwdriver to you and see how 
you like it. Now just calm down and 
tell me what your problem is.” (The 
anti-incorporation people have our 
housing stock in an uproar—first a 
house on Alberni yelling “save our 
homes” and now this).
“I got one question: why rent con­

trol? It’s rough enough getting my 

owner to keep me up now without 
rent control. Just what gives you folks 
the right to take money from his 
pocket?”

“What gives him the right to take 
money from our pockets? We’re just 
people trying to make a living and 
some of us just barely doing that. We 
agree to live in the building and abide 
by the rules and pay the rent. The 
landlord agrees to maintain the build­
ing for the good of everybody. As 
long as everything remains reason­
able, nobody’s got a beef.”
“So?”
"So, before cityhood, landlords had 

the right to just about whatever they 
pleased and if it wasn’t reasonable, 
'tough stuff’.” Sure, you’ve got county 
and state codes but who’s going to 
come and defend Selma Citizen and 

her three kids after they’ve been 
evicted for protesting a thirty percent 
hike in rent? Who’s going to get after 
your landlord if he lets the garbage 
pile up? We have private citizens 
ready and willing to do it but they can 
only do so much. But you’ve got land­
lords actually curtailing freedom of 
speech! What kind of power is that? 
Somebody in the building says some­
thing pro-rent control or is seen read­
ing literature favoring the new city 
and they can get thrown out!”

“Oh, come on . . .”
“Don’t tell me it can’t happen. 

Don’t tell me it can’t. We need that 
balance of power. Some landlords 
and tenants are good people but a lot 
of them both bear watching. The 
landlords have their money and the 
courts. The tenants need organiza­
tion and a strong local govern . . .”

The intercom popped, sputtered 
and coughed. It was suddenly quiet. 
And standing there in the dim light 
was a lady with a bag of groceries and 
a three-year old. She had her hand in 
her purse and an “l-mean-business, 
fool” look on her face.

“Er. . . ahhh ... I was, uhh . . . talk­
ing to . . . errr. . . good night.”

I had given her a wide berth and 
was hurrying down the walk when I 
heard the little girl say:
“See, momma. I told you it talks. 

The little box can . . .”
“Stop That foolishness and go on 

upstairs.”
Foolishness, indeed . . .

Council Names 
Commission Members
In recent weeks the City Council 

established three important govern­
mental bodies: the Planning Com­
mission, the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, and the Rent Mediation 
Board. Selection of commissioners 
was based on assessments of written 
applications and interviews.

The Planning Commission holds 
hearings on zoning matters, gener­
ates proposals to facilitate the growth 
and beautification of the city, and will 
prepare a general master plant to 
guide East Palo Alto’s future devel­
opment. Appointed to the seven 
member Commission were Tikisa 
Anderson, Duane Bay, Onyango 
Bashir, Midge Dorn, Melvin Harris, 
Joseph Goodwill, and Hortense 
Wright.

INVENTIONS
Continued from page 1

the course of history.
When we consider the legal and 

social obstacles thee people encoun­
tered, it is little wonder that so few

The Parks and Recreation Commis­
sion, according to the ordinance that 
established it, “shall review programs 
and policies relating to recreation, 
parks, camps and public greenery and 
shall advise the city council on these 
matters.” Members are Akil Ajamu, 
Elizabeth Brown-Dean, Richard Cra­
ven, Norman Fontaine, Maria Ibarra, 
and Bradford Stamper.

The Rent Mediation Board is 
charged with upholding rent legisla­
tion and working to settle disputes 
between landlords and tenants. It 
comprises Roy L. Adger (landlord), 
Raymond Askew (homeowner), Jo­
seph L. Blakey (renter), David L. Cox 
(renter), Ruthie Renee Glover (ren­
ter), Robert E. Reynolds (landlord), 
and Carlos Romero (homeowner).

East Palo Alto Rent Stabilization Board 
Presents a

Workshop & Question and

Answer Session
on

Rent Stabilization Ordinance 17-83

Temporary Rent Stabilization 

Ordinance 30-83

Friday, March 23, 6:30 p.m.

East Palo Alto Municipal Services Building, 2415 University 
EPA

verifiable Black inventions ever sur­
faced. Read more about these gifted 
Black inventors who faced overwhelm­
ing odds, hostility, and derision. Be 
inspired! You’ll be glad you did.

The East Palo Alto Progress
A non-profit monthly community news­
paper serving East Palo Alto, California. 
Persons interested in contributing articles, 
photography, or poetry may do so by 
submitting them to The East Alto Progress.

Editors: Elena Becks, Glenda Jones, Bob 
Lowe, Barbara Mouton, Carmeleit Oakes, 
Carlos Romero

Contributors: Ron Drake, Cynthia 
Ellwood, Elmo Malveaux, Nick Alexander, 
Lon Otterby, Catherine Jones, Jawanza 
Osayimwese, Duane Bay, Maxine Blayburn

P.O. Box 51203
East Palo Alto, CA 94303

Patronize our advertisers DEPOSITS
Continued from page 1

found herself being charged for a 
broken freezer door that was broken 
when she move in. She had wirtten it 
down on her rental agreement, which 
the manager had signed.

Thirty dollars was deducted from 
her security deposit to pay for that 
door. The owner refused to talk to her 
about it after repeated attempts to 
settle it with him.

Feeling this was totally unfair, she 
went to Small Claims Court and was 
awarded the $30 plus $20 court costs.

If tenants make strong claims for 
the return of their money, maybe 
landlords will be less likely to get 
away with making unilateral decisions 
about the refund.



4 ■ The East Palo Alto Progress, March 1984

"Power Concedes Nothing Without A Demand"
Last of A Six-Part Series on the History of East Palo Alto . .

While the attainment of cityhood 
in June 1983 was perhaps the 

most significant milestone in East Palo 
Alto’s history, the incorporation effort 
of 1958 had been a milestone of a 
different sort. Its failure marked how 
many miles the community had to go

"Failure to incorporate 
opened East Pa Io Alto to 

another land grab."

in order to exercise some control 
over its future.

As has been noted over the pre­
vious two installments of this series, 
supporters of incorporation in 1958 
mainly included Black residents (then 
less than 25% of East Palo Alto’s popu­
lation) and whites who belonged to 
civil rights organizations. As in the 
election of 1983, proponents sought a 
police force accountable to East Palo 
Alto; wanted control over zoning, 
development, and annexations; and 
desired all the other prerogatives of 
self-government. Opponents, how­
ever, motivated by racism and/or 
economic self-interest, carried the 
day and opened up East Palo Alto to 
another big land grab.

Having already seized East Palo 
Alto’s land west of Willow Road as 
well as the area between Willow and 

Menalto during the years 1949-56, 
Menlo Park now annexed Clarence 
Kavanaugh’s 100 acre industrial park, 
located just north of Bay Road. The 
assessed valuation of that parcel was 
$200,000 in 1958 even though only 
four acres has been developed. As 
corporations found homes there, the 
tract created a bonanza in tax monies 
for Menlo Park, leaving residents of 
East Palo Alto with increased traffic, 
noise, and pollution. Indeed, the 
Menlo Business Park (Dumbarton Dis­
tribution Center), and its attendant 
problems, is a legacy of events that 
transpired in 1958.

In addition to the loss of the Kava­
naugh tract, a 100 home area on the 
west side of the freeway, including 
some of the most valuable residential 
property in East Palo Alto, had joined 
Menlo Park by 1960. And in 1963 the

"Loss of airport, yacht 
harbor and golf course 
deprived Ravenswood 

School District."

Menalto Creek was divertedto change 
the boundary between East Palo Alto 
and Palo Alto. As a result East Palo 
Alto lost the airport, yacht harbor and 
golf course—thus depriving the Rav­
enswood Elementary School District 
of a significant revenue source.

Between 1958 and the drive for 
incorporation that began in 1980, res7 
idents of East Palo Alto increasingly 
strove for educational, economic, and 
political self-determination. While the 
particulars of this more recent past 
will be discussed in future series on 
the history of East Palo Alto, certain 
lessons from 1958 and before are 
applicable to today’s situation.

The first lesson is that the failure to 
acquire self-government results in the 
inability to use the community’s re­
sources for its own benefit. This should 
be obvious, but over the past thirty 
years many with racist and some with 
colonized mentalities have felt that 
oytside interests could better guard 
and develop these resources than 
members of the community. The 
record of county rule discloses no 
such competence or altruism.

Secondly, efforts in behalf of self- 
determination invariably meet resist­
ance from those with privilege and 
power. The decisive antagonists to 
cityhood in 1954 and 1958 were cor­
poration owners who wanted to avoid 
taxation. Since the enactment of Pro­
position 13, however, those compan­
ies remaining in East Palo Alto have 
had no such fears. Instead, landlords 
were the most relentless foes of the 
latest incorporation drive because 
they realized that a city government 
would enact some form of rent 
control.

1943 University Ave., E. Palo Alto, West of Bayshore 
Phone (415) 326-5077

Sewing 
Alterations 

Repair of your clothes 
Pants hemmed—1 day or less

King-Charlemagne
2148 University Ave.
Hours: 7am to 6pm 

Monday through Saturday

STEPHENIE’S FISH MARKET and DOWN HOME KITCHEN
(Formerly Louisiana Fish Market)

2375 University Ave.. EPA Tel: 322-8650
HOURS: Tues Thurs 11 30 am-11 pm Weekly Friday Special:

Friday 11:30 am-3:00 am Zeafood Gumbo
Saturday 1:30 pm-3:00 am 
Closed Sunday and Monday 

Take-out or Eat-in service
We offer fresh Louisiana Fish — Shrimp — Oysters — Die and go to Heaven Pie — Boudin 
— Hot Links — Sweet Potatoe Pie — Peach Cobbler — Off Sale Beer and Wine

Call Us For Your Catering Needs.
With this ad, $1.00 off any purchase of $10.00 or more. One coupon per customer Expires 4-30-84

Support your local 
businesses Patronize 
our advertisers

ALPERL’S RESTAURANT #1
2117 Capital Ave.

Soul Food That’s Lip-Licking Good
LUNCH AND DINNER
Catering Available
Telephone 327-9095

HOURS:
11 am—9 pm Tues, Wed, Thurs
12 am—2 am Friday, Saturday 
(Closed Sunday and Monday)

UNIVERSITY LIQUORS
1991 University Ave., E.P.A.

Open Weekdays 9-12 Weekends 9-2:20 

Discount Prices!
Money Orders Sold Here

Maluk Cleaners

Dry Cleaning 
Same Day Service

Low overhead assures you of quality 
service at reasonable prices.

10 am to 6 pm Mon.-Sat.
1435 E. Bayshore, 

East Palo Alto

In all these cases, major antagonists 
(with only a couple of exceptions) did 
not live in East Palo Alto and conse­
quently had no motive for being con­
cerned with the quality of residential 
and civic life. They did have a finan­
cial motive for avoiding all forms of 
regulation.

Finally, to quote Frederick Douglass, 
“Power concedes nothing without a 
demand.” In years past the “demand” 
for self-determination was not strong 
enough to triumph over the “power”

"Antagonists to 
incorporation had 

financial motive to avoid 
regulation."

of those who benefited from the 
exploitation of the community. With 
the June 1983 election, “power” was 
forced to concede.

The achievement of cityhood does 
not automatically put an end to those 
forces that would undermine it 
through legal action and propaganda. 
The acheivement of cityhood will not 
instantly, if ever, transform East Palo 
Alto into a haven of affluence. But 
looking at this achievement from the 
vantage point of the past, it becomes 
an unprecedented victory that pro­
vides the structures and releases the 
energies needed to create a more 
humanized future.

D & O Bashir 
Associates

Company under 
the proprietorship of Mr. Onyango S. 
Beishir and Mrs. Dorothy Bashir, located 
at 144 Gardenia Way in East Palo Alto, 
is available to "find service for you”. If 
you or your firm has a need for some­
one to distribute flyers, announce­
ments, etc., D. & O. BASHIR AS­
SOCIATES COMPANY is awaiting your 
call at (415) 322-7145. Rates are far 
below those traditionally charged for 
these types of services. D. & O. 
BASHIR ASSOCIATES COMPANY is a 
member of the East Palo Alto Chamber 
of Commerce.

CHETS SMOKE SHOP
1909 University Avenue 

(Foremerly Contour Barber Shop)

MAGAZINES J
CIGARETTES Ē

NEWSPAPERS M
SHOESHINE ¡¡LA

Telephone: m_MW
322-7062
M-S 7 am-10 pm Jw/11flV

SUN 7am-12noon

Chet Miller, Proprietor

Q_ EAST BAYSHORE BARBER SHOP
1497 E. Bayshore Rd., E. Palo Alto, Calif. 

(415) 853-8904

Your Hair r« Our Business

Three Full-Time Operators to Serve You
J. BLAKEY . .. C. BLAKEY N STRONG

Member-Fast Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce
Mop Hours:
Tues, thru Thun. — 8:30 am to 8:00 pm
Friday 4 Saturday — 8:00 am to 9:00 pm

CT uuasr-iinqcon 
national

L— INSURANCE COMPANY 408/370-2333

HENRY LEWIS
256 E. Hamilton Avenue #E 
Campbell. California 95008

- A W.»h,ng<on Nat.ond. Co.pCT.on F.n.n, Service Company


