
East Palo Alto

Nursery owners upset 
over utility users’ tax
By Michael Shapiro
Times staff

East Palo Alto nursery owners 
reacted angrily to a utility users’ 
tax adopted last week by the City 
Council.
• The new tax, a 5 percent sur
charge on utilities that include 
water and electricity, hits nur
series hard because they use abun
dant amounts of water and power.

“You’ll put us in a real bind,” 
said Frank Siri of Siri Brothers 
Nursery Inc. “There must be other 
ways.”

“We don’t want to shirk our fair 
share. We’ll pay it, but we’re tight 
on dollars,” said Mike Siri, also of 
Siri Brothers.
• “It’s unfair because we’re just 
staying in business,” said Albert 
Nakai of Nakai Nursery. “That’s 
all we’re doing.”

Nakai said the flower growers 
could not pass the added cost on 
to customers because flower 
prices, like farm crop prices, are 
dictated by the market.

• “We can’t raise our prices — it’s 
supply and demand,” he said.

Nakai suggested that the council 
allow citizens to vote on the in
crease.

“If we did put it up for a vote, 
you couldn’t vote, Mr. Nakai, be
cause you live in Atherton,” said 
Councilwoman Barbara Mouton.
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DINNER
Tues. - Sun.
6 -10 P.M.

LUNCH
Tues. - Fri. 

11:30-2 P.M.

Restaurant Franjáis 
1149 EL CAMINO • MENLO PARK 
\ 322-4343

Nakai lives in Atherton and oper
ates the nursery in East Palo Alto.

The surcharge tax has a limit of 
$2,000 per year for any business or 
residence.

The tax is expected to produce 
$500,000 in additional revenue for 
the financially strapped city. It is 
part of a budget-balancing package 
adopted by the council last week — 
just one day before the budget 
deadline.

It was approved as an emergen
cy measure and could be imposed 
immediately, but city officials said 
they needed to clarify some lan
guage in it before it goes into ef
fect.

The council also adopted a stor
age occupancy tax and eliminated 
the community service department 
to balance the budget for the 1988- 
89 fiscal year.

Mandarin • Szechuan 
Hunan Cuisine
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK i ios
LUNCH’DINNER 

TAKE OUTS’COCKTAILS 
Catering • Banquets • Private 

Dining Rooms
Manager: Roger Kao—13 years exp. 

at HUNAN REST. Snyvle.
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(415) 969-8232
11 895 VILLA ST., MOUNTAIN VIEW
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FIRENZE PASTA R1STORANTÉ

Mon.-Fri. 10-9 Sat. & Sun. 4-9

Homemade Ravioli is back! ;
Homemade Soups—Fresh Pasta made daily 

All pasta and sauces are available to take home

646 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park • 327-3140
(in Great Western Breezeway)
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