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many homeowners who opposed the measure.
The campaign to stop rent control relied primarily 

on professionals to deliver votes. Members of the 
homeowners’ association in the city who opposed rent 
control felt left out of the fight.

"(The landlords) didn’t give the people the impress
ion they were running the show. The impression they 
gave was that landlords were running the show,” one 
member of the homeowners’ group said.

The feeling appeared to confirm a long-standing ar
gument of rent-control advocates — that “outsiders” 
were trying to run the city.

In addition, Councilwoman Gertrude Wilks, the top 
vote getter in the council election last summer, did 
little campaigning. Although she did lend her name 
and picture to the property-rights committee for mail
ers, she was not personally involved in the fight. Wilks 
and homeowners opposed to the ordinance kept a low 
profile and that pushed the absentee landlords out on 
center stage.

Despite the loss, Wilks and the landlords' group still 
believe rent control is a bad law for East Palo Alto.

“We’ll self-destruct,” Wilks said Tuesday.
Orr and Érick Haggans, chairman of the property

rights committee, said they have greater resolve than 
ever to fight the City Council.

“East Palo Alto can’t afford rent control,” Haggans 
said.

“I see (East Palo Alto) from now on in a state of 
war — lawsuit after lawsuit and election after elec
tion,” Orr said.

Orr said the issue for investors and landlords boils 
down to “whether the property owner has the right to 
do what he wants with his property.” He said land
lords will fight for that right tirelessly.

However, landlords’ groups thus far seem to be 
ineffective in combating City Council prerogatives in 
East Palo Alto.

Although an appeal is pending, a suit challenging 
incorporation was struck down in Superior Court. 
Most likely, no ruling will come down on the appeal 
for another year.

With the rent-control election lost, the landlords 
turn to a sweeping property-rights initiative as their 
next move. But that may never reach the ballot. The 
city attorney has said the initiative is unconstitutional 
and a repeat of the rent-control referendum. The City 
Council, taking the attorney’s advice, could reject the 
initiative.

As for the recall campaign, little has been done so 
far. A serious move to unseat four council members 
could be determined by the coming political months. 
If the council proves vulnerable to attack, the recall 
backers will lead the way.


