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A ‘scrapophony’ of sound 
at 20th ‘Birthday Concert’
Bruce Barton
Peninsula Times Tribune

Herb Moore of East Palo Alto is 
a revivalist of sorts — but he’s not 
stopping at the 1960s or ’70s. He’s 
going back hundreds of years, be­
fore conventional instruments, to 
create sounds he dubs “scrapo­
phony.”

For the past 25 years, Moore has 
taken “scraps” — circular saw 
blades, pipes, wood blocks and 
other throwaways — to create his 
music. The results have been in­
ventive, humorous and nothing 
short of fascinating.

“My philosophy is that any­
thing can be musical,” he said. “If 
you think about what composers 
do — they put sounds together. 
What I do is a throwback to a 
more primitive sense of music ... 
It’s the essence of composing.”

Moore mixes his “found object” 
sounds with up-to-date guitars, 
electronic keyboards and drums 
in his 20th annual "Birthday Con-

DETAILS
"THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

HERB MOORE 
BIRTHDAY CONCERT”

When and where
8 p.m. Saturday; Palo Alto Women’s 

Club, 475 Homer St., Palo Alto

Tickets
$6; (415) 328-0175

cert” Saturday at Palo Alto Wom­
en’s Club. The concert combines 
the primitive with the high-tech, 
with some environmental themes 
thrown in for good measure.

A participant in the recent cele­
bration of artist John Cage at 
Stanford University, Moore, 48, 
has been heavily influenced by 
Cage’s experimentation and the 
simple fact that he “couldn’t af­
ford some of the exotic instru­
ments out there.”

Some of Moore’s intriguing 
sounds come from humorous 
sources. He takes a bucket of wa­
ter and dips a metal pipe while

“Anything can be musical,” says scrapophonist Herb 
Moore of East Palo Alto. The eclectic musician performs 
his annual “Birthday Concert” Saturday.
striking it. The tone drops as the 
pipe goes deeper into the water. 
He employs toilet bowl floats as a 
pair of maracas.

A restless musical explorer, 
Moore has recorded something 
called “H2Overture, A Suite for 
the Cycles of Water.” The suite 
was the culmination of five years 
of listening and recording the 
sounds of rain and running 
streams.

Moore said his scrapophony 
creates “non-threatening situa­
tions for people who are not musi­
cians.” Most of these people, he 
said, are more comfortable play­
ing around with a saw blade or 
pipe than a guitar or piano.

The "Birthday Concert” Satur­
day will vary wildly. Moore will 
feature some “California folk 

songs” about organic gardening, 
including his own composition, 
“The Compost Song.” Several 
scrapophony pieces will be per­
formed, including a “Happy 
Birthday” audience sing-along, 
complete with Moore providing 
the lyrics on cue cards. Another 
piece, “The Dragon’s Dream,” has 
Moore reading his story amid a 
backdrop of synthesizer sounds 
and scrapophony.

“It will definitely be eclectic," 
Moore laughed.

Moore will be joined by several 
guest musicians/friends at Satur­
day’s concert: vocalist/accordion 
player Carolyn Cirimeli; Ed Ciri- 
meli on mandolin; composer/con­
ductor Paul Fink; percussionist 
Ramon Zamora; and bassist Leon­
ard Hanitchak.


