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Dramatic plan for Gulch area

.■JL.

By Mary T. Fortney
Times Tribune staff

East Palo Alto’s Whiskey Gulch 
neighborhood would be trans­
formed into a 1.5 million-square- 
foot office, hotel and retail building 
area under a plan proposed by a 
San Mateo developer.

The East Palo Alto City Council, 
sitting as the city’s Redevelopment 
Agency, met Monday to consider 
the proposal for Whiskey Gulch, a

• -----tire largest developers in the San
Redevelopment proposal for EPPalo Alto nSighborhOOd - Mat*r° area’ wIth commercial de-~ ~ ~ ' J velopment projects in San Mateo,

of the Bayshore Freeway.
However, it delayed any action 

on the developer’s proposal until 
its next meeting March 16. At that 
time it will consider whether to 
give De Monet Industries of San

strip of bars, liquor stores, restau- Mateo the exclusive right to devel- 
rants and small retail shops along op the area. The term of the agree- 
Unlverslty Avenue on the west side ment would extend to Sept. 1, 1989.

De Monet’s general plans in­
clude construction of up to an esti­
mated 1.5 million square feet of of­
fice, hotel.and retail space, and 
associated landscaping and park­
ingspace. 4; ,

— .. ...... - “ San Hose, Texas and Los Angeles.
The proposed vas involved in the rede-

would be built in project for the Marl­
phases over four to 10 - - - -- ■

The company’s
quin De Monet, was reluctant today-—
to give details of the proposal until' pc
an agreement is reached wiffiTheT^woc
Re velopment Agency. |‘zprpj

De Monet said his firm is-one=ót-¿£r¿i

rr'y Island area in San Mateo.

Recording to officials, the pro- 
os|d redevelopment project 
quid be financed by Increases in 
rpperty taxes produced by an in- 
rettse in assessed valuations from

the new construction. A piortion of 
the improvements on thelsite also 
may be financed through improve­
ment assessments. i

Whiskey Gulch, currently made 
up of small retail firms, dates back 
to the development of Stanford 
University when it was one of the 
few places in the area where alco­
hol could be served legally.

The East Palo Alto council re­

Please see GULCH, A-10

Voter 
turnout 
is low
San Mateo County to 
pick sheriff, supervisor
By Mark Simon
Times Tribune staff



tiremeñt'of *slsters~who property 10 De «eveiopea t>y an or- commission meeting Monday, 
ngregation in the future. —, ... ... , ,
igregatlon receives no Galileo spacecraft to be reoutfitted 
m the Catholic Church.
l-raising drive will target PASADENA (AP) ■—The Galileo uled for’launch from the cargo bay, 
ns, foundations and Indi- spacecraft has been returned from of a space shuttle last May.

Kennedy Space Center to Jet Pro- But the launch was postponed, 
on to special events such pulsion Laboratory so it can be out- until at least October 1989 because 
the sisters will sell prod- fitted Jora new trajectory for its of the Jan. 28, 1986, explosion of 
make,.including clothes postponed^$1.36-blíltoa misstoft-to-rlhe shuttle Challenger and the June 
rk. For more informa^E Jupjtēr. .— ^~-... — Z_-iigg cancellation of the Centaur
lone (415-) .340-7400. The spacecraft had been sched- rockeEprogram.

attempt to break the Geneva dead­
lock. The proposal dropped a So­
viet demand that the United States 
restrict its Strategic Defense Initia­
tive, popularly known as “Star 
Wars,” before an arms control 
package could be agreed on.

In a speech to the 40-nation Gen­
eva Conference on Disarmament, 
the Soviet Union today renewed its 
attack on the SDI research into a 
space-based missile-defense sys­
tem.

Belmont voters will be asked for 
authorization to issue $4.7 million 
in bonds for construction of storm 
drain improvements within the 
city.

Slocum, supervising his first bal­
loting since being elected county 
clerk last year, said that the 3.8 
percent turnout as of 10 a.m. is the 
lowest mid-morning sampling since 
1973, when 4.07 percent of the 
voters had been to the polls by the 
same time.
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would be used to finance the im­
provement of Beresford Park, the 
Laurie Meadows/Casanova parks, 
and Bayside/Joinville Park and the 

Continued from A-l acquMitlon and the construction of 
for sheriff: acting sheriff Leonard : a senior center.
Cardoza, San Mateo County Sher- ¡ 
iff’s Lt. Kenneth Frank; Santa 
Clara County Sheriff’s Sgt. Joe 
Kirby; San Mateo County Sheriffs 
Deputy Quincy Tex Powell; county 
Supervisor Bill Schumacher; and 
Jim White, a federal police officer 
at the U.S. Mint in San Francisco.

In addition to the countywide 
contest, voters in San Mateo will 
cast ballots on Measure A for au­
thorization to issue general obliga­
tion bonds.

The $6.5 million bond issue

The city has targeted three areas 
for redevelopment. They are:
• The Whiskey Gulch area, ren­

amed University Circle, a mix of 
shops, bars and restaurants on Uni­
versity Avenue west of the free­
way.
• The commercial area along 

University Avenue east of the 101 
Freeway.
• The industrial area along Bay 

Road, which includes auto wreck­
ing companies and a chemical 
plant.

At the Redevelopment Agency’s 
next meeting March 16 the agency 
will consider whether De Monet 
should be given the exclusive right 
to redevelop the University Circle 
area.

It is expected that the proposal 
also will be discussed at the City 
Council me,eting following the 
agency’s session.

If an exclusive agreement is ap­
proved, De Monet’s proposal would 
have to go through the city proce- 

------ -------------------------------------------—____ o ,.1W dures of public hearings, Planning 
Townsend: streets to a terminal waitingifor the redevelopment pro- Commission review and final ac- 
nearer to downtown. . ^2; cess to begin. tion by the City Council.

It is the big-ticket item of the 
proposed rail upgrading, one that 
may cost $300 million to $350 mil- VOTER 

Proponents claim it will vastly - ___________________
increase ridership, appealing to 
commuters who balk now at the 1- 
mile or greater walk to the down­
town financial district 

It’s a must, said Kopp.
“The most important part is 

moving the San Francisco termi­
nal. If that terminal isn’t relocated, 
I wouldn’t put a penny into that sys­
tem,” Kopp said.

Critics argue that the extension 
would come at the expense of more 
logical mass transit choices.

The Bay Area Council, a business 
organization concerned with re­
gional growth issues, argued pub­
licly against the extension.
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